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Birds of Upper St, John, 
Batchelder. 


72. Picus villosus Linn. Hairy W oodpeck er. — Common. 

BuftN.O.O, 7 a July, 3.882, p.150 


Birds within. Ten Miles of Point 
de Monts, Can, Ociueau & Merriam 


e „ Picn , villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. A tolerably common 
resident, being particularly fond of the burnt-over scrub-pine barren near 
Godbout. 

BuU.N.0.0. 7 »Oot» 1882. p,236 




Nov. 11, Hairy Woodpecker. 


O.&O. XI. Mar. 1886. p. VV 

Summer Birds of Bras D’Or Region 
Cape Bretoto Id,. N.S. J. Dwight, Jr. 


18. Dryobates viCTosus. 

Auk, 4, Jan., 1887. p.16 


Birds, Haute Island, Bay of Fundy, J-uly 
20, 1887. W. L. Bishop, Kentville, N. S, 


Hairy Woodpecker, Picus villosus ; rare. 
O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 


A Collecting Trip-Dec. 1S87. 
xn^rrart. Yarker, Out. van, 


Hairy Woodpecker. Common. 


O.&O. XIII. June. 1838 p.94 


Birds of Magdalen Islands. 

Dr. L.B. Bishop. 

29. Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. — One seen by Mr. 
Robbins on Grindstone, June 22. 

Auk. VI. April, 1889. p. 147 




8umm»f Bde. Restigouche Valley, N.B. 
July,'S8. J. Brittain and P.Cox, Jr. 


Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. Uncommon. 


Auk, VI. April, 1880. p.H 7 


Bammer Birds of Sudbury, Qnt. 
A,H.Alberflrer, 

393. Hairy Woodpecker. Tolerably com- 
mon. Breeds. 

OjfcO, XV, JBBQ, 1890, p.87 


Dwight, Summer Birds of 
Prince Edward Island. 

Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. — Occasionally observed. 
There seemed to be a great dearth of Woodpeckers, the Flicker alone 
excepted. Dead trees did not abound, still there were a great many of 
them scattered here and there. 

Auk X, Jan, 1893. p. 0. 9 . 


Some Winter Birds of Aova Scotia. By tJ, H. Morrell. 

9. Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. — One seen at River 
Hebert, Dec. 8, and one at Shulee, Jan. 2. Seemingly not common. 

Auk, XVI, July, 1899, p. ZS't- 
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16. Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. — Single individuals 
were met with every day or so. 




/ ristnZto Co-** 

tvw^to yy. 

ft, tfokAAcl Q^aJ-SJ 




' yx, ^K' ,C)o h /• 7 * 7 


lo3. Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. — Common migrant 
and rather rare winter resident; my records are all between October 11 
and April 4, and it does not appear to breed here. This form is the one 
occurring in southern Ontario, at least south of Lake Nipissing, and I 
have not found leucomelo-s. 


Summer Birds Tim Pond Me. toy F.H. 0. 

Hairy Woodpecker, {Picus viUosus). Not com- 
mon. . . . • — -- 

O.&O. XI. Feb. 1886. p. 


Fall Birds of Northern Maine. 
F.H. Carpenter. 

Hairy Woodpecker ( Dryobater villosus ). Oc- 
| casionally seen. 

O.&O. XII. Nov. 1887 p.188 


Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F. H. O. 

70. Picus villosus , (Hairy Woodpecker). Fre- 
quently seen, but not as common as I judged it 
would be, previous to my visits in this region. 

Several instances of its nesting was noted in the 
tall dry stubs of the brush clearings. In winter 
they were abundant at times at Kingfield. 

O.&O. XI. Nov. 1886. p. 162 
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Profile House N.H. July 27 -Aug. 7.1886 


Winter Birds of Webster.N . H. by Falco. 

Hairy Woodpecker, (. Picus villosus). I 

O.&O. X. Jan. 1885 . p/v 


Summer Birds *f PresidentialRange, 

Whit© Mts. A. P, Chadbourne 

Drvobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker.— One shot on July n, 
i 3 S 4 . able, b ? carriage roar, ire, „f *« — 

Another was killed near the same place on July -6. iSS-P 


*• April 1887. P.104 


Bds. Obs. in Franconia, N.H. June 11-21 
’ 86 , and June 4 -Aug. 1 ,’ 87 . W. Faxon 


6. Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker.— Rare. 


Auk, V. April, 1888. p.151 


Birds Obsvd. iiearHolderness, N.H 

June 4 - 12 , ’ 85 , and 4 - 11 , *86,W.Ba.vOU 


8. Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker.— Not common. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.149 


■®i 3 ®;°b s ,- at Franconia and Bethlehem 

N.H. July- August, 1874 . W.EWw. 

J. A • AUt^r- 


3. Dryobates villosus. Common. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.154 


Birds Obs. at Bridgewater, N.H. 
Julyl2-S«pt. 4 , 1883 . F.H. Allen 


Dryobates villosus. — Quite common. 

Auk, VI. J«»-. 1680. p. 76 
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Breezy Point, Warren, N.H« 
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Summer Bds.Mt. Mansfield, Vfr. 

9. Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. — A single specimen 


was noted on the mou ntain, n e ar the upp er edge of the tall timber. 

by Arthur H. Howell. 
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Auk, XVIII, Oct., 1901, p. 390-i 
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P. villosus resident species, 

1 

Bull. N. 0.0, 7,JaD,XS82< P.03 

Hairy Woodpecker, {Pirns villosu s). 

Common. Resident. Breeds, nesting in 
May. More common in early winter than 
at other times, and of more retiring habits 
than the next named species. 
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O.&O. IX. Nov. 1884. P- J32. . 
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Birds of Bristol Gounty, Mass. 
F. W.AndTos. 

Dryobates villosus (Linn.), Hairy Wood 
pecker. Resident, rare in summer. Breeds. 

O &O. XII. Sept. 1887 P- l3Q 


Notes on Birds of Winchendon, Mass. 
William Brewster. 


Dryobates villosus. — During my first visit to Winchendon I did not 
find this species, but in 1888 we met with several. A pair seen June 16, 
were feeding young which had evidently just left the nest. 

AUk, Y, Oct,, 1888, p.390 


Birds Known to Pass Breeding Season 
nr. Winchendon, Mass. Wm. Brewster 


16. Dryobates villosus. II 

Auk, V, Oct., 1888. p. 389 


BdB. Obe. near Of *y lock MV Berkshire 
Oo. Mass. June 28 - j uiy 1C. W . ar.on 

5. Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker.— Rather common on 
the Saddle-Back range, from an altitude of about 2500 feet. to the sum- 
mit of Graylock, 3505 feet . 

A— lr Yl. April, 1889. p.99 
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Distribution of New England Birds. - 
A Reply to Dr, Brewer. H- A. Purdie. 

jLtW, At t* f "SZN< , 

Bull. N. 0.0. 2, Jan., 18,7. p. I *j 


Distribution of New England Birds. - 
A Reply to Dr, Brewer. H. A. Purdie. 


Also in respect to the Hairy Woodpecker, we read in the same work * 
(Vol. II, p. 506) : “ It is a resident and not a migratory species, and wher- 
ever found it also breeds.” 

" * /*/w. . 


Bull. N.Q.O. 2, Jan., 1877. p. / 6 ' 


Birds observed in Naval Hospital 
O-rounds. Brooklyn, &.H, Oouea 


5. Picus villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. — Common ; but no in- 
stance of its breeding observed. 

B&U.N.O.C. 4, Jan. , 1876, p. 31 


Birds of the Adirondack Region. 
C.H.Merriam. 


io2. Picus villosus. Linn. Hairy Woodpecker. — A common resi- 
dent, breeding everywhere. 

Bull N.O.O. 0 f Oct, 1881, P.231 


— ' 

Birds Tioga Go. N.Y, Aldan Loring 

~"§0O Hairy Woodpecker? Common. Stays I 
with us the entiroo winter, and lives on law®. | 

0»&0, ZY, June, 1890, p*86 


± ^ a 

_ V--:. VvlA ll9 6l J 

CJyJ^jL 2,0 6s 2. fC. 

Hairy Woodpecker. Not common. 

E. A. Sterling, Brooklyn, Pa. 

Auk, XIX, July, 1602, p.298. 


^ (r^Jin ^ , }u^) %nM , 

faiT^ eTu^-o-Vy 5 SiJLCc^C L&st . 

7. Dryobates villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. — “Very common resi- 
dent. Breeds.” It seems extremely 
common ” in any part of the county ; 
northern portion. 

a -y /i-iai ^ , 1 1 1 <, y , n , 


doubtful if this species is “very 
certainly it is tolerably rare in the 


Albinistic Plumages. E. Deane. 


22. Pious villosus. Hairy Woodpecker. — Under date of March 
10, 1879, Mr. Frank R. Rathbun, of Auburn, N. Y., writes: “Messrs. 
Gilbert and Flahive, of Penn Yan, N. Y., have in their possession five 
specimens of P. villosus representing albinism. Through the kindness of 
Mr. Flahive I have been enabled to make a drawing of one of them, which 
I send you. What seems remarkable is the fact that the specimens men- 
tioned are all precisely alike in their details of color. No dates or record 
of sex were taken at the time of shooting ; the birds, however, have been 
obtained during the past two or three years.” The well-figured coloring 
shows that the usual black markings of the bird are replaced by a light 
chestnut-brown, and represents a very strange-looking Woodpecker. 


Bull. N. O.O. 5, Jan. j 1880, p. 28 








VARIATION IN THE HAIRY WOODPECKER ( DRYO - 
BATES VILLOSUS AND SUBSPECIES). 

BY HUBERT O. JENKINS. 

This study was originally intended to be limited to the western 
forms of the Hairy Woodpecker but later it seemed desirable to 
include data that had accumulated concerning all of the forms. 

The number of adult specimens of each form examined was as 
follows: D. v. harrisi, 43; D. v. hyloscopus, 104; D. v. monticola, 
7; D. v. leucomelas, 9; D. v. villosus, 12, and D. v. auduboni, 3. 
This includes a large number of intermediates and does not include 
some 30 immature birds. 

|gj[ wish to thank Mr. Joseph Grinnell, Mr. W. K. Fisher, Prof. 




pointed tongue, while the Hairy Woodpecker, a stronger, hardier 
bird, occupies the mountainous districts and seems especially to 
love the pine forests. Many specimens indicate this by the telltale 
pitch left on their breasts. In the depth of winter it is found away 
up in the Boreal Zone of the Sierras, making the chips fly in search 
of its favorite food, undisturbed by the rigorous cold. However, 
it is not an abundant bird and is very shy of man. When you ap- 
proach, it sidles around on the other side of the limb and watches 
you with one eye and if it suspects injury in the least, is gone in a 
moment, swinging high over the tree tops uttering its shrill, quick 
peek, peek. 

As mentioned before, the Hairy Woodpecker differs more or less 
in different regions, and has consequently been split up into several 
subspecies or varieties by systematists, who recognized the differ- 
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Breeding of the Hairy Woodpecker 
in Southern Massachusetts. 

The Hairy Woodpecker ( Dryobates villosus ) is 
not ranked as a common breeder in this part of 
New England, and two authentic instances may 
be worthy of record. May 19, 1885, a nest was 
found by myself, excavated in the trunk of an old 
decayed apple tree. It contained four eggs, 
much advanced in incubation, but which were 
preserved in good condition. During a recent 
visit of several members of the Bristol County 
Ornithological Club to Plymouth County, one of 
the number, Mr. Charles H. Andros, found a 
nest of the Hairy Woodpecker in a similar posi- 
tion as the first mentioned incident. P. H. C. 


O.&O. XI, Jun, 1886 .p, 



On the 19tli A while going through a hard 
wood tract 1 saw a Hairy Woodpecker ( Dry - 
abates villosus) fly past me and alight ou a wild 
apple tree within a few_ yards. Judging there 


was a nest near by, we at once began a search, j 
and after straining our eyes for some little 
time we were about to give it up, when within 
a few T feet of us in a live maple about ten feet 
from the ground, I saw the head of the female 
peeping out of the hole. She immediately 
dropped back out of sight and it was with con- 
siderable pounding and rapping with our hands 
and a club that we could induce her to leave 
the nest. Obtaining a hatchet at a house near 
by we soon exposed four pure white eggs about 
fifteen inches below the entrance of the exca- 
vation. This I believe is the second record of 
the breeding of this species in Bristol County. • 


O.& O. XHI.EehJ.8a8 p,30r^ 





Notes on the Breeding of the Hairy Woodpecker 

in the 

vicinity of Boston. 


May 86, 1900, Milton, Mass. Pound a nest "built in an old 
hole in a dead stub of a red maple that stood practically alone 
in a clearing beside a swamp. The hole was about ten feet up and 
was "full of very vociferous young." 

May 11, 1903 in the Put ter ham swamp in Brookline, Mass., 
found a nett full of twittering young. Should say from their 
voices that they were not very old. This nest was in an old hole 
about 35 feet up in a dead limb of an elm or red maple, I have 
forgotten which. 

May 11, 1904 in the Putterham swamp at Brookline, Mass., 
found nest nnd four slightly inoubfeted eggs. Nest was about 80 
feet up at top of an old red maple stub that was full of old 
Woodpecker hales. 

May 18, 1904 at Punkapog, Mass, took a set of toost fresh 
eggs from a new hole about 30 feet high in an appsently sound 
limb of a red maple. ^ June 3, 1904, at Brookline, Mass, found a 




nest of very loudly squaking young. Prom the noise they made they 
were apparently pretty nearly full grown. Nest about 30 feet high 
in the side of one of the main limbs of a dying elm which grew 
beside a wood-road leading off Clyde 3t. 
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(Continued.) 

Our next find of any importance was a 
nest of the Hairy Woodpecker, also contain- 
ing young — four in number ; two were males 
and two females, the former showing the red 
on the head very plainly, even at this early 
j age. The nest was only 2 y 2 feet from the 
| ground, in a hole in a living oak. The 
growth in the immediate vicinity was very 
much stunted, the land being mainly pine 
barrens, sand lots and scrub oak tracts, and 
this may account for the fact pf the nesting 
site being at such a low altitude, although it 
doesn’t explain why the birds chose such a 
locality. 
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In closing I may remark that there are three commo 
are always rare about Fort Hamilton, viz. : The Hi 
pecker (Pecus vi/losus ), the Downy Woodpecker (, 
sccns), and the Purple Martin ( Progne purpurea 
expect that some readers of this article will concli 
author is either afflicted with blindness, or else is a \ 
observer. I beg leave to say that neither conclusior 
The statement regarding the scarcity of the species 
is the result of four years’ careful observation of the 
locality. Mr. Geo. H. Coues has, indeed, given bot 
and Downy Woodpeckers as common about the Nav 
Brooklyn (this Bull., Vol. IV., p. 31). The Hospitj 
a dozen miles from Fort Hamilton, nevertheless I 1 
my statement, and am willing to take my oath upc 
Dr. Coues’s “Key to North American Birds,” as tc 
In this vicinity I have met with the Downy Wow 
two or three times, and with the Hairy Woodpecke) 

It is true that the woods have been pretty nearly cleared away 
from this part of the island, still a sufficient amount of woodland 
remains, and certainly the orchards should furnish ample accom- 
modations. The case of the Purple Martin is equally curious. 
This bird is common enough at the eastern end of the island, 
yet here I have only seen a few individuals. 

Bull, N, O.O, <3,J&U, , 1881, p, /J. 


obtained the set of four, fresh, crystal, clear 
and white. This nest was about twenty 
feet up. Four would appear to be the 
usual number laid, as each of these sets 
contained just that number when com- 
pleted. 

As this set appears to be a fair average 
for size, I have measured them with this 
result respectively in 32nds of an inch : 
31 X 22, 30 X 22, 30 X 22, 30 x 20. In all the 
nests I observed a good degree of uni- 
formity in form of entrance, size and 
depth; the entrance curving upward at 
first, then gracefully turning downward 
with plenty of room below to the depth of 
13|- inches in this one which I measured. 
The diameter of the entrance was 1 ^ inches 
very nearly round, so that I could find no 
perceptible difference either way measured. 
I know of no bird more deserving of en- 
couragement than this, though I cannot 
claim that they got much encouragement 
this spring from me. They are the only 
Woodpeckers that I ever saw dig out the 
Apple tree borer from his intrenchment in 
the green trunk. It seemed fitted with a 
very powerful beak and knows how to use 
it and where. — J. N. Clarlc , Saybrook. 

o.& <x mu, Oc t. 1883 . p 7 

f^EKious Nesting Place. I found a Blue 
Jay’s nest this Spring among the roots of 
a large tree that had been prostrated by 
the wind, turning up a large mass of roots 
with the adhering soil. Near the top of 
this mass, some eight feet high, under the 
border of the turf, which had curved over 
making a screen for the nest, which with its 
five eggs was hid from view. — J. JV. Clark. 

Blue Jays Tame. Last Spring I took a 
brood of young Blue Jays and have two 
of them matured and perfectly tame and 
interesting pets. They have their freedom, 
going in and out at vyill, spending a good 
deal of time hunting through the orchard. 
They have greatly increased my respect 
for the species, , which I considered my duty 
to kill at sight, for their weakness of rob- 
bing oth^r birds. — J. IV. Clark , Saybrook. 
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Hairy Woodpecker. 

( Picus villosus.) 
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In closing I may remark that there are three common birds that 
are always rare about Fort Hamilton, viz. : The Hairy Wood- 
pecker (Pictts ■villosus), the Downy Woodpecker ( Picus pube- 
sccns), and the Purple Martin ( Progne purpurea) . Now I 
expect that some readers of this article will conclude that its 
author is either afflicted with blindness, or else is a very careless 
observer. I beg leave to say that neither conclusion is correct. 
The .statement regarding the scarcity of the species just named, 
is the result of four years’ careful observation of the birds of this 
locality. Mr. Geo. H. Coues has, indeed, given both the Hairy 
and Downy Woodpeckers as common about the Naval Hospital, 
Brooklyn (this Bull., Vol. IV., p. 31). The Hospital is scarcely 
a dozen miles from Fort Hamilton, nevertheless I must stand to 
my statement, and am willing to take my oath upon a copy of 
Dr. Coues’s “Key to North American Birds,” as to its validity. 
In this vicinity I have met with the Downy Woodpecker only 
two or three times, and with the Hairy Woodpecker not at all. 
It is true that the woods have been pretty nearly cleared away 
from this part of the island, still a sufficient amount of woodland 
remains, and certainly the orchards should furnish ample accom- 
modations. The case of the Purple Martin is equally curious. 
This bird is common enough at the eastern end of the island, 
yet here I have only seen a few individuals. 

Bull, N, 0.0, OiJau,, 1881, p, /J. 
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to another quite near, and 
fifteen minutes they moved 
md me back to the place 
irted. Very soon I heard a 
direction and immediately 
they were excavating a nest ; 
ile discovery to a collector 
ncy of that kind in his cabi- 
was an Elm, dead and about 
diameter at the nest, which 
ien feet up in the trunk. I 
let the 2d of May when in- 
nst commenced. The num- 
'as four, and one of the eggs 
h larger than the others, 
32nds of an inch 33x23, 
asured only 28 X 22 and No. 
4, 28X23. 

t of February my attention 
y some very singular bird 
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notes while in another section of woods, 
and following the sound I found a pair of 
Hairy Woodpeckers, and their fantastic 
movements and strange gutteral notes 
were new and very interesting to me. I 
watched the place and the birds frequently 
as spring approached, promising myself a 
possible set of eggs as the outcome of this 
discovery, and I got them a little later 
than the set just mentioned. I had lost 
sight of the birds for some weeks, when 
one day in the same vicinity I heard the 
rapping of a Woodpecker’s beak, follow- 
ing the sound, found the bird at work 
in an old decayed oak about eighteen feet 
up ; no branches only a stump with the top 
gone. I prepared a small whip-saw and 
with it removed a section of the tree be- 
low the entrance large enough to insert 
my hand in the hole, and on the 9tli of 
May secured a fine set of four fresh eggs 
from the nest. Replacing the section 
taken out securely the bird lingered by the 
nest and twelve days after I found four 
more eggs in it with incubation already 
progressing. It quite surprised me that 
they could replace a set so promptly. 

The same day on which I found the fore- 
going nest, on my return through another 
section of woods my attention was attracted 
by the loud chattering of a Hairy Wood- 
pecker, and following the sound I per- 
ceived the bird having a quarrel with some 
Blue Jays who were rather neighborly, 
and after a little quiet watching I found 
she was also engaged in hollowing out a 
tree. This time it was a Maple in full 
foliage, and the entrance to the nest was 
through wood perfectly sound and green 
for over an inch. The heart of the tree 
was decayed but it seemed scarcely possi- 
ble that the bird could have chiseled the 
entrance through so hard a spot with her 
little beak. With my little whip-saw I re- 
moved a section of the tree below the en- 
trance and found the set incomplete. Re- 
turning the section to its place and secur- 
ing it there, I waited a couple of days and 
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Iii closing I may remark that there are three common birds that 
are always rare about Fort Hamilton, viz. : The Hairy Wood- 
pecker ( Pictts villosus ), the Downy Woodpecker ( Picus pube- 
sccns ) , and the Purple Martin ( Progne purpurea). Now I 
expect that some readers of this article will conclude that its 
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direction and immediately 
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was an Elm, dead and about 
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499. The Hairy Woodpecker , 
XVII, p. 673. 


Bv T. J. Burrill. Ibid., 
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correction. 

Relates to the article last cited. 

1857* z\?i Albino Hairy Woodpecker . Stream. Yol. 3 Q , P- — * 

748. Hairy Woodpecker. (Pirpis villosus.) By J. N. Clark. Ibid., pp. 


attracted by some very singular bird 


notes while in another section of woods, 
and following the sound I found a pair of 
Hairy Woodpeckers, and their fantastic 
movements and strange gutteral notes 
were new and very interesting to me. I 
watched the place and the birds frequently 
as spring approached, promising myself a 
possible set of eggs as the outcome of this 
discovery, and I got them a little later 
than the set just mentioned. I had lost 
sight of the birds for some weeks, when 
one day in the same vicinity I heard the 
rapping of a Woodpecker’s beak, follow- 
ing the sound, found the bird at work 
in an old decayed oak about eighteen feet 
up ; no branches only a stump with the top 
gone. I prepared a small whip-saw and 
with it removed a section of the tree be- 
low the entrance large enough to insert 
my hand in the hole, and on the 9th of 
May secured a fine set of four fresh eggs 
from the nest. Eeplacing the section 
taken out securely the bird lingered by the 
nest and twelve days after I found four 
more eggs in it with incubation already 
progressing. It quite surprised me that 
they could replace a set so promptly. 

The same day on which I found the fore- 
going nest, on my return through another 
section of woods my attention was attracted 
by the loud chattering of a Hairy Wood- 
pecker, and following the sound I per- 
ceived the bird having a quarrel with some 
Blue Jays who were rather neighborly, 
and after a little quiet watching I found 
she was also engaged in hollowing out a 
tree. This time it was a Maple in full 
foliage, and the entrance to the nest was 
through wood perfectly sound and green 
for over an inch. The heart of the tree 
was decayed but it seemed scarcely possi- 
ble that the bird could have chiseled the 
entrance through so hard a spot with her 
little beak. With my little whip-saw I re- 
moved a section of the tree below the en- 
trance and found the set incomplete. Re- 
turning the section to its place and secur- 
ing it there, I waited a couple of days and 


77, 78. — Nesting near Saybrook./Conn, & O* VoI*YIII 
498. The Hairy Woodpecker. By A. G. Van Aken. Ibid., XVII, pp. 

511-515. — On the habits of Picus villosus. A met, NafeoralisfiA 

1094. The Big [Ivory-billed ] Woodpeckers. By Geo. A. Boardman 
and J. M. II. Ibid., June 1 1, p. 388. 3 ?Or. Stream. S 23 V 

1096. The Great [ Ivory-billed ] Woodpeckers [in Florida ]. By 
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Newfoundland Notes. A Trip up the 
Humber Liver, Aug. IQ - Sept 24,1898. 

2 7- Dryobates villosus leucomelas. Northern Hairy Woodpecker. 
■ Fairly common. 

Louis H, Porter, New York City. 
Auk, XVII, Jan. , 1900, p. 7Z. 
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Eastern Massachusetts. 
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Dryo bates uubeseens . 


Concord, Mass. 

1397. On April 1st. I hung up some pieces of mutton fat in the 

April. oaks about my cabin. The Chickadees found it at once and came 

| 

to it regularly thereafter. A Red-bellied Nuthatch also came 
occasionally. On April 9th, a male Downy came and not a day 
passed after this when he did not visit it from one to five 
or six times, apparently eating his fill at each visit. He " 

j 

invariably alighted first on the branch just above the fat, 
perching crosswise and looking keenly about in every dircetion 
for a minute or more, evidently to make sure that no danger 
threatened. Once satisfied on this score, he gave hinself up 
wholly. to the pleasure of his meal, clinging woodpecker fash- 
ion to the surface of the strip fat and digging out large 
mouthfuls by a succession of vigorous pecks. 

On May 1st, he appeared in company with a mate, this be- 
ing the first occasion on which we saw a female near the 
place. I noticed that the male came oftener during stormy 
than in clear weather . One very rainy day he appeared and fed 
lustily no less than six times (and probably more). His plu- 
mage on this occasion was sadly bedraggled and completely 


water-soaked. 


Drvobates pube scans . 

Breezy Point, Warren, H.H. Peculiar cry of bird with young. 

1894. After breakfast Faxon (W.) and I took a path which follows 

June 17. up the course of the brook just below the house. After walk- 
ing for some two or three hundred yards we came to a pretty 
spot where we spent the entire forenoon. A Downy Woodpecker 
- with young, doubtless -showed evident concern at our pre- 
sence flitting about among the trees over the brook, making a 
noise very similar to the snickering outburst of the Red 
Squirrel . 




Cambridge 

1899. 

January. 


j 

I February 


Dr yobates pubescens me di anus . 

, Mass. January birds in the Garden. 

Scarce a day passed when the garden or the large trees 
about the house were not enlivened by the presence of a Downy 
Woodpecker and frequently, especially towards the close of 
the month, two females came together while on a few occasions 
a male and female appeared in company. Like the Chickadees 
they were evidently attracted by the suet of which they ate 
freely usually attacking the sides of the piece and using 
their powerful bills so effectively that their appetites were 
soon satisfied. Although at Concord they never give place to 
and frequently displace the Chickadees they seem to either 
fear or dislike the English Sparrows nere never attempting to 
drive them from the suet and when approached by one or more of 
them showing evident uneasiness; sometimes even leaving the 
suet abruptly and flying away to a distance. They have been 
so strictly and uniformly silent during the month that I do 
not remember once hearing a note or call of any kind. 

February birds in the Garden. 

Two female Downies have been frequent - in fact almost 
, daily - visitors to both pieces of suet, coming sometimes 
singly, sometimes together, but we have not seen a male in 
the garden this month. On the 15th I heard a Woodpecker 
which I think was a Downy drum softly a few times. On the 
24th Walter heard one drum a dozen times or more on the 

HI 


Dr yo bates pubescens medianus . 


C am br i dg e , Ma s s . 


1399. 

Greenleaf estate just below Mason Street. He saw the bird 

February . 

but it was so. high up that he could not male sure of the sex. 

( No . 2 ) 

The drumming of this species is probably the very earliest 

spring sound that one can hear in the region about Cambridge. 

Concord, 

vlass. Eating mouldy suet in April. 

1399. 

An adult Downy Woodpecker in sadly worn and stained plum- 

July 

age visited a piece of suet which has been hanging in an oak 

& 

August . 

near the cabin since last April. Although it was nearly black 

with age and covered with mould the bird ate of it greedily. 


HZ 


Dryobates i mbescens me di anus ♦ Brattleboro, Vt. 

feeding habits. 

This winter a Downy Woodpecker has developed a new feed- 
ing habit at the residence of the Pres, of the Audubon So . , 
Mrs. W.C. Horton, - taking sunflower seeds freely from the win- 
dow, driving them into the tree bark and eating them as does 

the Nuthatch. Extract from letter to Win. Brewster by 

Elizabeth B. Davenport, Brattleboro, Vt . , 

Jan. 8, 1902. 


Summer Birds of Bras D’Or Region 
Cape Breton Id,, N.S. J. Dwight, Jr. 




19. D. pubescens 

Auk* 4, Jan., 1887. p.10 


Birds of Upper St, John, 
Batche icier. 


73. Pious pubescens Linn. Downy Woodpecker. — At Fort Fair- 
field this species was much less common than P. villosus. It was not 
uncommon at Grand Falls. 


Bull N. O.O, 7, July, 1882, p. 150 


Birds within Ten Miles of Point 
de Monts, Can, Gomeau&Merriam 


55. Pious pubescens 

resident, like the last. 


Downy Woodpecker.— A tolerably common 


Buil.N,0,0, 7*Qot, 1882, P.230 


Last Dates Migratory Birds observedhy 
B.D. Wintle,Falll886, Montreal, Can. 

(Oot. If. Downy Woodpecker, 
ft C-C CiA ’ zft’e.'yi /Arc 

fttefOy. ft ^ 

o. & O. XI. Mar. 1886. p. yy 


A Collecting Trip-Dec. 1887 . 
John Ewart, Y arker , On b. G an. 

Downy Woodpecker. About the same num- 
ber met with as the preceding species. 

O.&O. XIII. June. 1888 p. 94- 


Summer Bds. Restigouche Valley. N_B, 
July/ 88. J. Britain and Jr ' 

Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker. Veiy lare. 

VI. April, 1889. p.H7 


Birds of Magdalen Islands. 
Dr. L. B. Bishop. 


30. Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker.— One seen on 
Grindstone, June 21. 


n 


Auk, VI. April, 1889. p.147 


■Suaasner Birds of Sudbury, Out, 

.A,. H.Alb&rgar, 

Downy Woodpecker. Common. Breeds. 

0 3 %Qj XY» 3tme»i8S0« p-87 

Dwight, Summer Birds of 
Prince Edward Island, 

Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker. — The only birds I 
chanced to meet were a family at Souris occupying a hole thirty feet from 
the ground in a dead maple of large dimensions. The locality was a grove 
of old maples. 

Auk X, Jan, 1893, p, 


Some Winter Bird's of .ova ?i cotta. By C, H, Morrell. 

io. Dryobates pubescens medianus. Downy Woodpecker. — A 
common resident. 

Auk, XVI, July, 1399, P’. 4 ->7, 


Newf oundland Notes. ATripuptlie 
Humber River, Aug. 10 - Sept. 24, 1899. 

28. Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker. — Fairlv common. 

Iiouis H, Porter, New York City. 


Auk, XVII, Jan., 1900, p. JZ. 


Cl ^ f^^**»*^ 

t. XXIV P }<^.. t9°7 r 

7 1 -- &~o. 


17. Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker.- 
abundant in all sections. 


- This species was 


fieCf H % r fcas^cL 

x iv. i4» 7/ f. ;jt 

154 . Dryobates pubescens medianus. Downy Woodpecker.— Resi- 
dent; breeds; an abundant migrant. 


Birds of Dead Biver Begion, Me. F. H. O. 

71. Picus pubescens, (Downy Woodpecker). A 
I very common breeder. In a birch growth on a 
mountain side in Jerusalem, I found nests in the 
partly decayed stubs of this tree. They were 
: nearly absent in winter. 

O.&O. XI. Nov. 1886. p. 162 


, 2 ) ^ 




1896. Penobscot Bay, Maine. 
2 ) e&A. 


J^Uj p uKyZfj n 




Profile House, N. H. Aug. 1805. 


</. > 

y Profile HouseN. H. July 27-Aug. 7.1886 

S miner Birds of Presidential Range, 

Vfkite Mts. A. P, Oiiadbourne 


IO. Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker.— One killed almost 
at the base of the mountain on Aug. 12, 1884. 

4, April 1887, p. 104 


Bds. Obs. at Franconia and Bethlehem 
N.H. July- August, 1874. VF.EWeu. 

4. Dryobates pubescens. Common. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.154 






Bds. Obs in Franconia, N.H. June 11-21 
80, and June4-Aug. 1,’87, W. Faxon 

• if" 

7. Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker. — One specimen seen 
oh Sugar Hill, Lisbon, near the Franconia line. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p .151 


Birds Obs. at Bridge-water, N.H. 
Julyl2-Sept. 4, 1883. F.H. Alton 

Dryobates pubescens.— Quite common. 

Auk, VI. Jan., 1689. p. 70 

Bir^s Obs. at Moulton boro, N.H. 
July 21 -Aug. 11, 1883. F.H. Allen 

Dryobates pubescens. — Not common. 

Auk, VI. Jan. , 1880. p. 78 

Winter Birds of Webster.N. H.by Falco. 

Downy Woodpecker, (Hem pubescens). | 

0.&0. X. Jan. 1885. p./y 


Breezy Point, Warren, N.H. 

'* 1 j >V & , /... 

1804 . ~~T 

iwcu n 5-/'- - 

r~7 

24 1 3c- 


vJ 


1895, 



fay H 3 - fr***" 


Breezy Point, Warren, N.H. 

C-C v.-t 




~Vhr(jL4 


r/T-i 


o~6~o^t t c/jc 

Picus pubescens + ^ <*/ 

Bull N.0,0, 7. Jan, 1882, p,0ff 


Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers, April 5 ;| 
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Summer Bds.Mt- Mansfield, Vtr. 

10. * Dryobates pubescens medianus. Downy Woodpecker. — Not 


uncommon. 
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W. Middlesex Co. Mass. 


June 25-SO, 1889. 




One pair and two single birds seen near Ashby* one of 
these in a recent clearing in the idst*of a large tract of wood, 
the other! in an apple orchard. None observed at w est Townsend. 


Birds of Bristol County, Mass. 

S’. W. Andros. 


Dryobates pubescens (Linn.), Downy Wood- 
pecker. Resident, common. Breeds. 


O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.139 


Bds. Obs. near Sheffield, Berkshire 

Ov, Mass. June 17-20, ’ 88 . W. Faxon 


. ' 


9 . Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker. — One seen, in the 
village of Sheffield. 

Auk, VI. Jan. , 1889. p. 44 


Bd». Obs. near Grsyloc’ Ml. Berkshire 
Oo. Mass. June 28- a u.y Id. W. Faxon 

6 . Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker. — Rare. Only one 
or two were seen. These were at the head of the Hopper, about 2000 
feet above the sea-level. 

Auk, 11. April, 1889. P.99 
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7. Picus pubescens, Linne. Downy Woodpecker. A female of 
this species (No. 449 9 , February 26, 1875, E. A. M.) presents a very un- 
usual appearance. It still retains a number ot red feathers on both sides 
of the nape. The red feathers on the crown are said to be characteristic 
of the young female. It is interesting to know that the red feathers are 
retained so late in the season. The red patches on the nape were so con- 
spicuous in the living bird as to cause it to be shot. 

Bull, N,O.Q. 3, April, 1878, p, 7/. 


Birds observed in Naval Hospital 
Grounds, Brooklyn, G.H, Oouea 


6. Picus pubescens. Downy Woodpecker. — Common; breeds. 
Bull N, O.O. 4, Jan., 1879, p. 31 


3^ x’.J. 

Bull, N, 0,0, BiJaii,, 1881, p, A? • 

Bir<s of the Adirondack Region. 

C. H.Merriaja. 

103. Picus pubescens, Linn. Downy Woodpecker. — Not so com- 
mon as the foregoing, but like it a resident, breeding throughout the 
wilderness. 

Bull, N. 0.0. 9, Oct, 1881, p, 231 


IwuJ ( YvA^aJ ‘joij 

/£> — W.i. C-t-&_4_ ..V, - 

Downy Woodpecker. Not plentiful. 

B. A. Sterling, Brooklyn, Pa. 

Auk, XIX, July, 1902, p.298. 


Tile Singing of Birds. E.P.Bickneli. 


Picus pubescens. Downy Woodpecker. 

In addition to its usual short, sharp note, the Downy Wood- 
pecker has a rattling cry, which starts and ends with an abrupt 

precision suggestive of a mechanical contrivance set oil with a 
spring. This it uses in lieu of song. It is set off for the first 
time in the new year in March, usually about the middle, but 
sometimes earlier, and again not until the end of the month, or 
even early April. 

It is in use through the summer and autumn, often becoming 
infrequent in October, and in November still more so, although 
in some years not ceasing altogether until the end of the month. 
On a few occasions I have heard it in winter. 

The hammering of this little Woodpecker, which is often loud 
and resounding in great disproportion to the bird’s size, is intro- 
duced into the woodland sounds about the time its song-notes 
begin. In early seasons I have heard it by the middle of 
February. Auk, 2, July, 1886. p. J.f7- J? 6H? - 
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Downy Woodpecker . Late in October, 
1882, a Downy Woodpecker excavated a 
hole in an old cherry tree, near a much 
used door in my yard, of the size and shape 
of its usual nest, and occupied it nightly 
for more than six weeks. In April follow- 
ing a pair of Bluebirds took possession 
and reared two broods of five birds each ; 
but now, October 2d, ’83, the Woodpecker 
has occupied his old quarters for several 
nights, and frequents the locality during 
the day. This habit of the Downy in mak- 
ing a winter home is a new one to me. — 
John M, Howey , Canandaigua, N. Y. 

OMO . vili, Nov. 1883. p. fcf 


In a late Atlantic , John Bnrrougk says lie finds 
no mention by bird-writers of the Down y Wood - 
p ecker’s habit of drilling a Winter home. In the 
“ 0. and 0.” Vol. 8, p. 85 and elsewhere, refer- 
ence is made to this habit. It has come constant- 
ly under my observation since 1875, and as I 
write House Sparrows are breeding in two holes 
in Maples, on Franklin and LaFayette streets, 
which I saw Downies drilling last October — the 
chips falling on the beads of people passing on the 
city sidewalks. 1. jfa ft 

O. & O. X. May. 1885. p.;y 


Downy Woodpecker, (P. pubescens). 
Common. Resident. Breeds. This, the 
smallest of our Woodpeckers, finds its fa- 
vorite breeding places in old neglected 
orchards. Lays from fou'j^to six pure 
white eggs the last of May or first of June. 
In the autumn of 187G a friend, who reports 
to me many interesting observations in 
bird life, called my attention to a hole 
which had just been made by a Downy, in 
a solid, dry oak ’gllte post. It was as 
spacious and complete as though designed 
for a nest, but was never used. The nest 
of the Downy excels in neatness and per- 
fection of work, that of any other Wood- 
pecker breeding in this locality, the hole at 
the entrance often being as round and 
perfect as though bored with an auger. I 
have found this to be the most industrious 
of our Woodpeckers. In the autumn of 
1883 I saw two males, an adult and a 
young, busily engaged in a small cherry 
tree, searching the black knots with which 
the tree was thickly infested. In a short 
time they obtained from the black knot 
over a hundred larvae, all of them being de- 
voured by the young bird. When the 
adult bird found a larva he gave an almost 
inaudible cluck, which instantly called the 
young to receive the tempting food. 

opTwctjuA**** m 0^ ‘tsummGY if 

O.&O, IX. Nov. 1834. p. I3%- 




Dqwhy Wooupbokf/ b. Late in October, 

' 1882, a Downy Woodpecker excavated a 
j hole in an old cherry tree, near a much 
used door in my yard, of the size and shape 
of its usual nest, and occupied it nightly 
for more than six weeks. In April follow- 
! ing a pair of Bluebirds took possession 
and reared two broods of five birds each ; 

; but now, October 2d, ’83, the Woodpecker 
| has occupied his old quarters for several 
j nights, and frequents the locality during 
the day. This habit of the Downy in mak- 
ing a winter home is a new one to me. — 
John 31. Jlowey, Canandaigua , N. Y. 

Q.&O. Vill, Nov. 1883. p, U' 


In a late Atlantic , John Burrough says he finds 


no mention by bird-writers of the Down y Wood - 
p ecker’s habit of drilling a Winter home. In the 
“ O. and 0.” Vol. 8, p. 85 and elsewhere, refer- 
ence is made to this habit. It has come constant- 
ly under my observation since 1875, and as I 
write House Sparrows are breeding in two holes 
in Maples, on Franklin and LaFayette streets, 
which I saw Downies drilling last October — the 
chips falling on the heads of people passing on the 
city sidewalks, rh 

f 0.&0. X. May. 1885. p.^y. 


Downy Woodpecker, (P. pubeseens). 
Common. Resident. Breeds. This, the 
smallest of our Woodpeckers, finds its fa- 
vorite breeding places in old neglected 
orchards. Lays from fouiy^to six pure 
white eggs the last of May or first of June. 

In the autumn of 1876 a friend, who reports 
to me many interesting observations in 
bird life, called my attention to a hole 
which had just been made by a Downy, in 
a solid, dry oak *pte post. It was as 
spacious and complete as though designed 
for a nest, but was never used. The nest 
of the Downy excels in neatness and per- 
fection of work, that of any other Wood- 
pecker breeding in this locality, the hole at 
the entrance often being as round and 
perfect as though bored with an auger. I 
have found this to be the most industrious 
of our Woodpeckers. In the autumn of 
1883 I saw two males, an adult and a 
young, busily engaged in a small cherry 
tree, searching the black knots with which 
the tree was thickly infested. In a short 
time they obtained from the black knot 
over a hundred larvae, all of them being de- 
voured by the young bird. When the 
adult bird found a larva he gaye an almost j 
inaudible cluck, which instantly called the 
young to receive the tempting food. 

O.&O. IX. Nov. 1834. p./ 5*. 
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/ The Downy Woodpeckers would, how- 

frlJjCC. . e ! er ’ eat , the meat ’ but onl y in small quan- 
l.'iE). ! and at long intervals. They are in- 

yil /JX qU1Sltlve birds > and seemed merely to try 

&€C. /to lt t0 sat isfy their curiosity. 
fa. /S 75 These Sapsuckers are very fond of 
frozen fruit, however, and one year when 
we had a few grapes and pears which 
were frozen on the vines and trees, they 
and the Flickers made quick work of 
them, and even tried scratching about the 
roots of the vines for fallen grapes. 


Winter Food of Birds in the South, 

O. S. Brimley , Raleigh, N.O. 

Little Sapsucker, (Ficus pubescens ). Berries 
and insects constitute its winter food in about 
equal proportions. 

O.& O. XII. July 1967 p. 106 


A Woodpecker destroying Cocoons.-This habit of the Woodpecker is 
something new to me, and may have an interest for others. It was D b 
served by my friend, Mr. Frank W. Ritchie, who, writing from I el 
ville, Quebec, under date of November 21, says - “A few davs ’ 1 

discovered a Downy Woodpecker tearing open a cocoon. I d oveThe 
bird away several times, but it persisted until it had gathered the contents 
also noticed near by two other cocoons which had been emptied similar- 
ly. Montague Chamberlain, Si. John , JV. B. 


Auk, I, Jan,, 1884. p . ^ 3 , 


The Downy Woodpecker an Enemy 
of the Codling Moth. 

It is an accepted fact, I believe, among 
ornithologists and entomologists, that the 
Downy Woodpecker feeds upon the larva of 
the Codling Moth. I was not aware, though, 
until a few days ago that the larva were ex- 
tracted from the apples. Standing beneath 
a large pippin tree on the morning of July 
25, a fine red-headed male Downy dropped 
down into it; with a loud “good morning” 
he soon moved out among the outer 
| branches, commenced picking an apple and 
| quickly pulled out a worm and devoured it, 

| then passed along inspecting the apples un- 
| til he found one with a little pile of excre- 
J mental pellets on the surface, which told of 
i the presence of the larva inside, which larva 
; was in the stomach of Mr. Downy in less 
■ time than it takes to tell it. I watched him 
repeat the operation again and again. Never 
once did he open a sound apple. 

It seems a pity that the average farmer is 
so prejudiced against one of his best friends, 
but then its “ that darned little sapsucker ” 
whose harmless boreings he imagines will 
f injure his apple trees. B enj am in Hoag. 

IStephentown, New York. 


. *?. yi . 

Downy Woodpecker ; sixteen examined, ten 
I contained insects, and nine seeds. 

(P.XllT h. /t/2. 


0.& Q.Vol.18, Aug. 1893 p;117 
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Pico ides arc t icafr 


Mt , Mo nadno ck , N . II , 


In May. 


1900. I saw an arctic three toe here a week ago - the first I 

May 1. ever knew. I think it was a female, tho ' I was not high e- 

nough relative to the bird's crown to be sure. I watched her 
at about six yards for many minutes. 

Copied from a letter to William Brewster 
from Abbott H. Thayer, dated, Dublin, N.H. , 

May 3, 1900. 
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Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker ( Picoides arcticus). — June 
14, 1905, while walking through a partially cleared spruce swamp 
at Inlet, Quebec, fifty miles northeast of Ottawa, I was attracted 
by a queer sound emanating from a bush. The sound was as if 
produced by pulling out the end of a clock spring and suddenly 
releasing it, producing a wiry, humming sound. The author of 
it proved to be a male of this woodpecker. In the course of the 
half hour that I watched him he showed himself master of quite 
a repertoire of notes and would-be songs. When flying he would 
say: chut chut and then rattle like a Kingfisher. When hammer- 
ing on a tree and preening himself, he would intersperse those 
actions by a chuckling: duck duck duck. At last a Robin chased 
him away. — The quaint call of the Olive-sided Flycatcher ( Nuttal - 
ornis borealis)', put take care, one adding: putt low, could be heard 
at the same time. 


|W« cJrJJCt&y, 

<YV^uA^f) 


Alisa, Summer Birds Bras d’ Or Region 

Picoides arcticus. — One observed. 

Auk, 8, April, 1891. p, 135 


Birds of Upper St, John. 
Batokeider. 


74. Picoides arcticus (Swains.) Gray. 
Woodpecker. — Common at Grand Falls 
Fort Fairfield we shot two, all we saw. 


Black-backed Three-toed 
in burnt cedar swamps. At 


Bali, N.O.Q, 7, July, 1882, p.150 


Birds within Ten Miles of Point 
de Monts, Can, Comeaux Merriam 


56. Picoides arcticus. Black Three-toed Woodpecker. — Resi- 
dent; not rare. 


Bull, N, 0.0, 7, Oct, 1882, p, 236 


An Ornithologist’ s Summer in Labrador 
M. Abbott Frazar. 

Picoides arcticus, Arctic Three-toed Wood- 
pecker. One specimen killed in early Septem- 
ber at Esquimaux Point. It was in company 
with its mate. 

O.&O. XII. Mar. 1887. p, 3H- 


Leo. 1687 . 

>r,Ont.Can. 

Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. Tolerably 
common. Out of five or six collected, only 
one had the yellow patch on the head. 

O.&O. XIII. June. 1888 p.94 


A Collecting Trip- 
John Ewart, V af '■ e 


Summer Bd». 

July, ’83. J. 


Bestigouohe Valley, N.B. 
Brittain and P.CuX Jr. 


picoides arcticus. Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker.— 
Rare. 

A»lc, VI. April, 1889. p.U7 


Newfoundland Notes. A Trip up the 
Humber Hiver, Aug. 10 - Sept. 24, 1899. 

29. Picoides arcticus. Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. — Common. 


Louis H. Porter, New York City, 


Auk, XVII, Jan. , 1900, p, JZ . 


C 'cr^uC/^T yYh**,***^ 

(^X^Aryv' , lflst^T4/2j4sVx*a /0^2^fc>t O'^Xci/bCo, 

C • X X I Yf ^<^M,, 

18. Picoides arcticus. Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. — This 
species was found abundant in all sections visited. Undoubtedly the 
most common woodpecker. 
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); other records are October 19, 1 8S6 , and Novembe" and^ 




Black-backed Woodpecker. 

I notice in the O. and O. for March, 
page 101, a note to the effect that there 
are but two instances known of the Black- 
backed Woodpecker (P. arcticus) being 
taken in Michigan. It may be of interest, 
therefore, for me to state that I procured a 
male specimen of this species on the south 
branch of the Pine River, Mich., in 1879 ; 
the exact date of capture I do not remem- 
ber, as the specimen has been disposed of 
in my exchanges to Mr. George Woolsey 
of New Haven, Conn., but it was some- 
where between the 17th and 22d of No- 
vember. I have every reason to believe 
that this bird is not a rare Winter resident 
of the “pineries” of that State. With us 
this Woodpecker is rare. I have, however, 
taken several specimens in different parts 
of the State and know of its being taken 
in the immediate vicinity of Bangor. On 
•June 16, 1881, 1 met with a pair on Alliga- 
tor Stream, Hancock County, which, judg- 
ing from their actions, had a nest near by ; 
but, as we were lost in the -woods at the 
time, our camp was the only nesting place 
I had any desire of finding. — JV. A. Eddy. 

Bangor. Me. 

O.JkO. V71.JW. 1882. p. JU.3 


Summer Birds Tim Pond Me. by P. H,<$, 

Black-backed Thrce-toed Woodpecker , ( ncoides 
arcticus). Irregular as regards abundance. In 
’84 I saw one day as many as twenty pecking 
dilligently on the old stubs in the camp clearing, 
and many were shot by the fishermen visiting the 
camps. Noticed the birds would have such a 
foot-hold upon the rough bark of the spruce trees 
that after being shot they would not fall but 
hang pendant by one or both feet. The next day 
I did not see any, neither in my stay at the camps 
in ’8o did I see more than a dozen specimens. 

o.& o. xi.Peb.isae.p.^i: 




Winter Birds of Webster ( N.H.byFalco. 

, lllaek-backed Woodpecker, {Picoides arctic us). 

Q.8cO. X, Jan. 188 " . p./f 


Bds, Obs. in Franconia, N.H June 11-21 
86, and June4-Aug-. 1 / 87 , W. Faxon 

§. Picoides arcticus. Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. — One 
specimen seen on Mt. Lafayette, June, i8S6. 




Auk, V. April, 1888. p,15l 


* 7 " When we at last reached the top, the slope 
was so gradual that we were unable to get 
any idea of the lay of the land about us, 
except in our immediate vicinity. Here we 
found the Blackpoll Warbler, apparently 
breeding, and on the west slope another 
nest of P. arcticus , in a dead spruce, eigh- 
teen feet above the ground. The hole was 
dug directly beneath the stub of a limb . / 

March, 1891, 


In a wood of tall mixed timber, at Chesham, N. H., six miles north of 
Mt. Monadnock, on May 18, 1899, ™y father watched for several minutes 
at close range a female Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker ( Picoides 
arcticus ). The bird was feeding on a stump fifteen feet above his head, 
and he had an excellent chance to examine it. Considering the lateness 
of the season, this is a very southern record. 

9 'Ga^oJL*) ^ jzj 

Auk, XIX, July, 1902, p- 2 °j 5~ . 
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Picoides arcticus , a ©ery rare winter visitant: 

Bull. N.OlO, ?,Jau» 1302, P.63 


WinroUu,cJuAA l-trus^cd' -aW- \-i.CJsv*Af rf 

Vt. 4 ^ &. 0. 

Black-backed Woodpecker, ( Picoicles arc- 
ti cus ) . Bare. Winter visitor. Birds of 
this species are often er met with than of 
the following. 

O.&O. IX. Nov . 1884 .P- 1 9 Z. 
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An unusual Influx of the Three-toed Woodpeckers ( Picoides 
arcticus and P . americanus) into Eastern Massachusetts. I am 
indebted to Mr. George O. Welch for the following interesting notes. 
Some time in the summer of ib6o a fire swept through a piece of heavy 
white pine timber in Lynn, killing most of the trees. In the natuial 
course of events the charred trunks became infested with wood-borers, 
and during the following winter (i 860-61) the place was a favorite resort 
of various kinds of Woodpeckers. In what manner the news of the 
feast was advertised in the remote forests of the North is not explained, 
but certain it is that with the first cold weather both species of Picoides 
appeared on the scene. Of P. americanus only three specimens were 
actually taken, a female by Mr. Welch, and a fine pair by Mr. N. Vickary. 
P. arcticus , however, was actually abundant, and remained through the 
entire winter. Mr. Welch often saw as many as six or eight during a 
single visit to these woods, and numerous specimens were killed and 
preserved. Most of the individuals seen were females, the yellow-crowned 
males being comparatively rare. Since 1861 only two Three-toed Wood- 
peckers (both P. arcticus) are known to have been taken in Lynn. 

There is nothing novel in the fact of these Woodpeckers assembling 
in numbers in a tract of recently-burned timber ; indeed Picoides arcticus 
is rather notorious for this habit. But how the knowledge of such an 
attraction could have been conveyed so far as it must have been in the 
present instance is little short of marvellous. We commend the problem 
to the attention of those ornithologists who refuse to believe that there 
is anything “mysterious” in the periodical movements of certain migra- 
tory birds. — William Brewster, Cambridge , Mass. 


Bna N, 0. a. 8, A»U. 1383, p. / 2. 3. . 


Recent Occurrence of the Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker in 
Massachusetts. — Mr. E. H. Richards of Woburn, Mass., writes me that 
two specimens of Picoides arcticus have been taken in that town the past 
autumn. The first was shot Oct. 16. the other two days later. Both were 
adult males. A third example was also seen Oct. 21, in Holbrook, Mass. 
— William Brewster. Cambridge, Mass. Auk, I, Jan», 1884. P* 


fJ. 


The Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker in Massachu- 
setts. — As we have so few records of the occurrence of Picoides arc- 
ticus so far south, an additional capture may be of interest. Mr. Charles 
X. Hammond has informed me of a male specimen in the collection of Mr. 
George Peck, who collected it at Hyde Park, Mass., the last of September, 

1878. Other specimens recorded have been taken much later in the sea- ^ 
son. — Ruthven Deane, Cambrid$pffl«s$f ■ O. C. 5, Jan., 1880, P» 


The Three-toed Woodpecker ( Picoides articus) in Massachusetts. 
— Records of the occurrence of the Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker 
in Massachusetts have multiplied so slowly that the following additional 
one may be considered of interest: An adult male shot Dec. 17, 1880, at 
Plymouth, Massachusetts. I saw the specimen at Goodale’s when it was 
being mounted for Mr. John A. Joyce, the person by whom it was killed. 
William Brewster, Cambridge, Mass. 

Bull N. 0.0. 3, July, 1881. p. / frj, . 
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An Addition to the Fauna of Bristol 
County, Mass. 

The Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. 


BY I'. II. CARPENTER. 


It is with pleasure I am able to record an 
authentic capture of the A rctic Three-toe d 
Woodpecker ( Cicoides nrcticus ) at Attleboro, 
Bristol County, Mass., on January 2nd, 1888, 
by Fredric M. Merck, Esq., of that town. 
This is I believe, the first observation of this; 
species within the county limits. 


Notes on Birds of Winehendon, Mass. 

William Brewster. 

Picoides arcticus. — Mr. Bailey killed four specimens in the winter of 
1886 - 1887 , and one during the following winter. He is very sure they 
were visitors from the north, and that none breed near Winchendon. 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888. p.30O 
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Picoides arcticus , 


s; /fff- 







Local ity : 

Date : - 
Shot by:- 
Mounted by:- 

Rernarlcs (Any details as to exact situation of bird, whether alone, etc 
will be very acceptable ): - 

-ptz) . 
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The Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker in Beverly, Mass. — On January 


21, 1899, I observed a pair Qmale and female) of the Arctic Three-toed 
Woodpecker ( Picoides i tMiermuins ) in the white-pine clumps of Beverly 


Commons; the female busily chiselling for grubs in a fallen trunk. She 
seemed wary, but hungry enough to allow of approach within twelve or 
fifteen feet, and continuous observation for ten minutes. With a good 
field-glass I could trace the passage of the grub when gulped down her 
gullet. She chiselled with great rapidity and skill, making the chips fly 
vigorously. The male meanwhile was perfectly quiet on a neighboring 
living trunk; so that his presence was unsuspected till the female, finally 
scared, flew to his tree and disturbed him into motion. Both then 
bounded off through the air with whirr of wings, the female leading. 
This record must be pretty far south for this species, especially in such a 
mild and open winter. Both birds were sleek and plump. — Reginald C. 
Robbins, Boston , Mass. AUk, XVII, April, 1900 , P \ ■ 7 3 ■ 
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The Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker in Melrose, Mass.-— On October 
22, 1904, in Melrose, Middlesex Countv, Mass., a fine male Arctic Three- 
toed Woodpecker ( Picoides arcticus ) was seen by Mr. M. C. Blake of 
Brookline and the subscriber. Subsequently he moved into Pine Banks 
Park in Malden, but a short distance from where he was first found, and 
remained there eighteen days, being seen repeatedly by myself and 
others up to November 8. He worked upon the dead pine trees which 
unfortunately have been killed in this region by the Gypsy moths. — 
Horace W. Wright, Boston , Afass. o. 


< RIGHT, Boston, Alass. Os ^ 

Auk, XXII, Jan. ,190 p , * 


Som© Birds of Lewis Co, N.T, 

C. Hart Merriaj» 

jL, ~ytuL 2 a* sn t A ) > £* < tr* 

Picoides arcticus, 

•all, N.O.C, 3, April, 1878. p. 53 


Some Birds of Lewis Go. N. y 

O. Hart Merriam * * 

z " r w — - 

Comity which pertain to the Camrli r 6 P ° rtlons of Lewi s 

both in the Adirondack re^on and ^he / ** *** “* f °™ d 

B « Au » - r»h aZ, in 2 mi z, este bo * r ' 

EuU.N.O.O. 4.Jao.,1878, P.a 

Birds of tire Adirondack Region 

C.H,Merriam. 


104. Picoides arcticus ( Swai'nson ) Gray. Black-backed Three- 
toed Woodpecker. — Tolerably common resident, found in all parts of 
the Adirondacks. 

Bull, N. O.O. a, Oct, 1881 , p .232 


Bird Not’ a 'rom Longr Island, N.Y. 
William Butcher, 

9. Picoides arcticus. 


Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. — While 
on a visit to Sag Harbor, Suffolk Co., partially for the purpose of orni- 
thological research, I visited the taxidermic studio of Messrs. Lucas and 
Buck. While looking, through their stock of skins and mounted birds I 
found a specimen of this species. Neither Mr. Lucas nor Mr. Buck could 
remember from whom they had received it, as large numbers of birds in 
the flesh are sent to them from the surrounding country, of which they 
keep no record. Mr. Lucas was very positive, however, that it had been 
received in the flesh, from Long Island, during the winter of 1887-88. 
His reasons for his belief were that he knew from the make-up of the skin 
and the material used in its preparation, that it was his own handiwork. 
Furthermore, he said, his firm never received any birds or skins other 
than from Long Island. He was almost certain that they had had this 
species of Woodpecker before. The specimen is now in my collection, No. 
1028. This record adds a new member of the order Pici to the Long 
Island list, it not being included in the lists of either Messrs. Giraud or 
Lawrence. 


Auk, VI. April, 1889. p. 
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The Black-backed W oodpecke r. A. H. Wood, Paint- 
ed Post, N. Y., says : “In regard to the statement of N. A. 
Eddy, you may say that the Black-hacked Woodpecker is 
not a very rare bird thirty miles north of Mackinaw on the 
upper peninsular of Michigan. It makes its appearance 
there about Nov. 1st.” 

Q.&O. XX.May.183 i. p. lot. 


Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker ( Picoides arcticus ) in Jefferson Co., 

N. Y. — While hunting Grousfe and Woodcock near the village of Adams 
Center, Jefferson Co., N. Y., on October 20, 1916, I collected a female 
Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. I was at once attracted by the call-note 
which was one I had not heard before. This bird is my first record of 
the species during the four or five years I have been observing the birds 
of Adams and the neighboring towns. — Edmund J . Sawyer, Watertown, 
N. Y. 


/ ' Ve found Nash looking at a hole in the side 
of a tree, from which emanated a succession 
of cries which sounded like a troop of angry 
cats, and holding in his hand a pair of Black- 
backed Thre e- toed Woodpe ckers (No. 400). 

The hole was dug into the solid, green wood 
of a spruce ten inches in diameter, about 
twenty feet from the ground. The entrance 
was one and a half inches in diameter, and the 
hole was ten inches deep, and with one and a 
half inches of wood between it and the outside. 

Nest was composed of rotten chips and 
moss. Width of cavity, five inches. 

I find the following notes taken at the time: 
Contents of stomach, pine larva; and remains 
of insects. Iris, red-brown. The young have 
a white, gristly appendage on either side of 
the lower mandible at the base of the bill, as 
shown in the engraving. 


A Side, bill of adult. 

J1 Underside, lower mandible, adult. 

C Under side, lower mandible, young. 

BILL OF BLACK-BACKED THREE-TOED WOODPECKER. 

(Engraved by (J. J. Maynard.) 


This peculiar formation has apparently never 
before been noticed, at least I can find no 
record of the fact. Wm, Brewster, in his 
“Description of First Plumages,” makes no 
note of fin ling It on a skin taken July 31st, 
although it is possible that it might shrink 
away in drying, or might disappear before 
that period of development, as his specimen 
was four weeks older than mine. Unfortun- 
ately my specimens were not preserved, but I 
have a photograph of them taken while the 
hi ids were alive, which shows the formation 
quite plainly. 

Contents of stomach, remains of insects and 
bits of coarse gravel. The generative organs 
showed quite plainly. All three of the birds, 
which made up the complement, were males. 

The cut on first page shows the character of 
the country where the nest was situated. 

irtuc jM: . 

O&OjXVI, ifeurot, isei, ^3b' 
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Birds of Dead Biv'er Begio-n, Me. F. H. 0. 

72. Picoides arctieus , (Black-backed Tliree-toed 
Woodpecker). The most common Woodpecker 
of the interior forest, and were to be found in all 
sections of the counties. Erratic in movements, 
being seen at times in great numbers and again 
disappearing entirely for a number of days. Their 
tenacious hold upon the rough bark of the spruce 
trees would be retained after being shot. A nest 
excavated in a living spruce, on Boundary Moun- 
tains contained young on June 9, ’79. Another 
nest was in a dead stub, near Moose River, and 
contained four eggs, being found by Dr. Northrup 
May 28, 1885. Other nests found by myself in 
other portion of the State did not differ. 

O.&O. XI. Nov. 1886. p. 162 
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170. Picoides tridactylus americanus. Tolerably common. — C. Hart 
Merriam, M.D., Locust Grove , New York. 


Auk, I, July, 1884. p. 3 -^ 6 . 
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Borne Wintex Birds of Nova Scotia. By 0 . H. HorxelL 

n, Picoides americanus. Am. Three-toed Woodpecker. — Through 
the kindness of Messrs. Edward and Robert Christie I visited their 
logging camp on March 16. The camp is four miles in the spiuce 
growth, about equal distance from River Hebert and Two Rivers. It 
was a favorite locality for many birds. While there I heard Wood- 
peckers drumming and soon located three of this species. After drum- 
ming for some time they came down to the dried tops of spruces of 
previous cuttings which were everywhere, and worked about over them. 
They were very fearless and I stood within two yards of each in turn and 
watched them for some time. Two were males with golden crown ; the 
third was evidently a female. These three were the only ones seen. 

Auk, XVI,. July, 1899, p. *57- 
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The American Three-toed Woodpecker ( Picoides americanus ) was shot 
on Wells Hill, Toronto, November 16, 1901. It was seen in the company 
of another, probably its mate. The bird is a male, and is now in my col- 
lection. This is the first recorded specimen from Toronto, and a most 
unexpected occurrence so far away from the Muskoka District, into which 
it comes occasionally in the winter from further north, but, unlike 
Picoides arcticus, which has been recorded a number of times from the 
vicinity of Toronto, it does not seem ever to leave the shelter of the 
forest, and once suited will stay all winter within a very limited area, in 
isolated pairs. -J- H. Fleming, Toronto, Can. 
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19. Picoides americanus. American 


Three-toed Woodpecker.- 


But two birds seen, on August 8 and 11 , near Cross La 
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156. Picoides americanus. American Three-toed Woodpecker. 
One record, a male in my collection taken November 16, 1901. 1 
1 Auk, XIX, 1902, 79 . 
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Banded- backed W ooppeckeb. Among 

my rarities of February appear one pair, 
i male and female, and one juhilt Glaucous 
Gull. — E. /S Bowler , Bangor, jflaine.’ • une - 18t. .ij.v^. 


Birds of Dead Biver Zlegion, Ma. F. H. O. 

73. Picoides tridactylus americanus, (Striped- 
backed Three- toed Woodpecker). I can record 
only one specimen of this species, which was 
taken near Seven Ponds, Sept. 4, 1885. 

O.&O. XI. Nov. 1886. p. 162 


Fall Birds of Northern Maine. 

F. H. Carpenter. 

American Throe-toed Woodpecker ( Picoides 
americanus). Only one seen, by Mr. Glezen. 

O.&O. XII. Nov. 1887 p. 188 
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73. Pieoides tridaetylus americanus, (Striped- 
backecl Three-toed Woodpecker). I can record 
only one specimen of this species, which was 
taken near Seven Ponds, Sept. 4, 1885. 

O.&o. XI. Nov. 1886. p. 162 




Winter Birds of Webeter,N.H.'byT?a\co. 

| 'Banded-backed Woodpecker, (Pieoides american- 
us). Very rare; one specimen taken in 
Jan., 1875. 

O.&o. X. Jan. 1885. P./* 


Bummer Bird* *f Presidential Range, 

Wiute Mts. A. P, Ohadbourne 

n. Pieoides americanus. American Three-toed Woodpecker. — I n 
August, 1884, an adult female and a young bird were shot below Hermit 
Lake, in Tuckerman’s Ravine (altitude, 3960 feet). Another was seen 
but not killed at our camp in the Great Gulf on July 5, 1886. 


40*:, 4, April 1887. p.104 











/? v 





W irvAhufaiM* tMas Vt't^vxA^i (rt 

iojlVuUU, 1/t. £]&.&■<?■ * r 

Banded-backecT Woodpecker, {1 J ■ tridac- 
tylus americanus). Rare. Winter visitor. 

O.&O. IX. Nov. 188 • I 3 a - 
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Seme Birds of Lewis Co, N, Y, 
C. Hart Merriam 




P. americanus, 





Bull. N. 0.0. 3, April, 1878. p. 53 


Some Birds of Lewis Co, N. Y. 
C. Hart Merriam 


Picoides americanus. Banded Three-toed Woodpecker. — 
This is also a resident species, but is much less common than the 
foregoing. For an account of its nesting and a description of its 
eggs see the last Bulletin (Vol. Ill, No. 4, October, 1878, p. 200). 

Bull. N. 0.0. 4, Jan., 187D, p.6 


Birds of the Adirondack Region. 

C. H, Merriam. 


105. Picoides tridactylus americanus (Brchm) Ridgway. Banded- 
backed Three-toed Woodpecker. — A resident, like the last, but not 
so common. 

Bull. N.Q.O, O.Oct, 1881, p.232 


Auk, XV, Oct., 1898, P .< 333 . 

Notes from Chateaugay Lake, New York. — During a collecting trip 
to Chateaugay Lake, Northern Adirondacks, last autumn (Aug. 24 to 
Sept. 7, 1897) I secured with Mr. G. C. Shattuck, a pair of American 
Three-toed Woodpeckers ( . Picoides americanus '), a species not very 
uncommon about the lake. One specimen of the Wood Thrush ( Turdus 
mustelinus ) was also taken. Mr. Shattuck had in previous years taken 
specimens. This bird was generally found in company with Hermits and 
Swainson’s Thrushes behind the camp where the waste food was thrown. 
Its occurrence there seems to show that it is found along the western as 
well as eastern shores of Lake Champlain. Early during my stay I was 
pretty sure I caught a glimpse of a Philadelphia Vireo (Vireo philadel- 
fihicus), and after I left Mr. Shattuck secured a specimen.— Reginald 
Heber Howe, Jr., Long-wood, Mass. 
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Nesting of the Banded Three-toed Woodpecker ( Picoides ameri- 
canus) in Northern New York. — Since the eggs of this species have 
never been described, and do not exist, to my knowledge, in the cabinet 
of any of our ornithologists, it is with no ordinary degree of pleasure that 
I am enabled to make the following extract from my journal. 

“June 4, 1878. — Shortly after crossing Moose Biver this morning, en 
route for the Fulton chain of lakes, Mr. C. L. Bagg and I were so fortunate 
as to secure a set of the eggs, with both parent birds, of Picoides ameri- 
canus (old hirsutus). We had just crossed the boundary line between 
Lewis and Herkimer Counties, when Mr. Bagg called my attention to a 
‘ fresh hole,’ about eight feet from the ground, in a spruce-tree near 
by. On approaching the tree a yellow crown appeared in the hole, show- 
ing us that the nest belonged to one of the Three-toed Woodpeckers, and 
that the male bird was ‘at home.’ To prevent his escape I jumped 
toward the tree and introduced three fingers, which were immediately 
punctured in a manner so distasteful to their proprietor as to necessitate 
an immediate withdra wal and exchange for the muzzle of my friend’s gun. 
A handkerchief was next crowded into the hole, but was instantly riddled 
and driven out by a few blows from his terrible bill. It was then held 
loosely over the hole, and as the bird emerged I secured and killed him. 
Through the kindness of a friend my pocket contained one of those 
happy combinations of knives, saws, and button-hooks, — a sort of tool- 
chest in miniature, — which one sometimes sees in the shop windows, and 
is apt to regard with awe rather than admiration, but which constitutes, 
nevertheless, one of the most useful articles in a naturalist’s outfit. With 
this instrument we were enabled to saw a block from the face of the nest, 
and to secure, uninjured, the four nearly fresh eggs which it contained. 
While wrapping up the eggs the female bird returned, and as she alighted 
on the side of the tree was killed by Mr. Bagg. The orifice of the hole 
was about eight feet high and an inch and a half in diameter, and the 
cavity was about ten inches deep.” 

The eggs are cream- white, and of a texture like those of other Wood- 
peckers. They are strongly ovate in outline (the largest diameter being 
near the large end), and measure respectively 23.8 X 17.2 mm., 23.6 X 
17.8 mm., 23.8 X 17.9 mm., and 23 X 17.8 mm. 

So far as I am aware this rare Woodpecker is only found along the 
eastern border of Lewis County, in the Adirondack region, where it is a 
resident species ; and even here it is much less common than its congener, 
the Black-backed Woodpecker. — C. Hart Merriam, Locust Grove, Lewis 
Go., N. Y. 


BullN.O.O. 3,Oot.,1878, p. £00 
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A REVIEW OF THE THREE-TOED WOODPECKERS 
OF NORTH AMERICA. 


BY OUTRAM BANGS. 

In North America, as is well known, two very different kinds 
of Three-toed Woodpeckers are found. These are the Picoides 
ardicus series (black-backed Three-toed Woodpeckers) , and the 
Picoides americanus series (black-and-white-backed Three-toed 
Woodpeckers). Both are boreal species and over a very large 
extent of country a representative of each occur together. Both 
species may be subdivided into geographical races — P. ardicus 
into two, P. americanus into four. Of these six races, one of 
P. ardicus, inhabiting the Cascade Mountains, and one of P. 
americanus , found in Labrador, have not before been recognized. 
There is furthermore a mistake in the synonymy of P. americanus 
which makes it necessary to give the form of northern New Eng- 


Both these Old World forms are larger than any of the P. 
americanus series, except P. americamis dorsalis, which sometimes 
nearly equals them in wing measurement. 

Synonymy. 

Picoides ardicus has escaped synonyms. It was described by 
Swainson, in 1831, as Picus (Apternus) ardicus (F. B. A., II, 
Birds, pp. xxvi and 313, pi. 57, 1831), from “a male killed near 
the sources of the Athabasca River, lat. 57 0 .” 

There are, however, two races — the typical one, extending 
from the northern Rocky Mountains to the Atlantic ; the other 
inhabiting the Cascades, and Sierra Nevada of California. 

Picoides americanus has a complicated synonymy. In most 
recent works one finds the name Picoides americanus dating from 




Chuck- will’ s-widow and Mockingbird in Ontario. — Chuck-will’s- 
Widow, Antro stom us carolin ensis . — I took a male of this species on May 

19, 1906, at Point Pelee, Essex County, Ontario. The bird was flushed 
from the ground and lit in a red cedar, giving an excellent chance to observe 
it, and I was fortunately able to take it. The bird was found about half 
a mile from the end of the Point on the west side. This is the first Canadian 
record. 

Mockingbird. Mimus pol-yglottos . — I took a male on May 20, 1906, at 
Point Pelee, Essex County, Ontario. The bird was found near an old 
orchard on the west side about five miles from the end of the point. 

In both birds the sexual organs were well developed. 

Mr. B. H. Swales and Mr. P. A. Taverner were with me when both birds 
were shot. — James II. Fleming, Toronto , Ontario. 

Auk, XXU1, July, 1900, p 


The Chuck-will s-widow (Anlrosl omits carolinensis') in Massachusetts. 

In the month of December, 1884, I found, in the barn of Mr. Geo. A. 
Tapley, in the town of Revere, Mass., the dried skin of a bird which Mr. 
Tapley thought was that of a ‘strange Whip-poor-will.’ The bird was intact, 
and at first sight one would suppose it to be a stuffed instead of a dried 
specimen. Attracted by the large size of the bird, the yellow coloration 
of the plumage, and other signs, I thought I had discovered a species new 
to this State ; namely , the Chuck- will ’s-widow, or Southern Whip-poor-will. 

On presenting the specimen to Mr. Allen, of the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology, my opinion was confirmed. Mrs. Tapley says the bird was 
caught in October by a cat. I need not say that I am greatly pleased with 
having been the means of adding a new species to the list of Massachu- 
setts birds. That the specimen was weak enough to be caught by a cat 
seems to indicate that it may have been blown to our State by a gale. — 
Fletcher Osgood. Chelsea , Mass. Auk, 2, April, 1886, P * %Z0 


'Z /zUiru/et J-cn. Z^z^a^/icMiUZle:, 
Antrostomus carolinensis (Gmel) Chuck-will’s-widow.— An indi- 
vidual seen flying about the docks at East Boston, Mass., on Oct. 13 1915 
and captured by Mr. N. Hagman. It was not sexed. 

j4 /9S&- 7 ^. 3 x 9 . 


Under date of May 10th, a letter from William Smith, 
Santarem, states that he has been very ill. 

(0 . On May 19th, during a severe storm with southwest- 

tfatW***- erly gales, Decatur Morgan, of New Haven, Conn., 
captured a £> Chucks-will’s Widow, that had taken 
refuge in a carpenter’s shop. It lived a few days, and 
L.n was presented to the Peabody Museum of Yale College. 

^ A. H. Verrill. 
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A Series of Eggs of the Chuck-will’s- 






widow. 






The eggs of the Chuck- will’ s-widow (Antros- 






tonus c.arolinensis) are always two, and are either 
deposited on the bare ground, or on a few dead 
leaves in a wood. In shape they are elliptical 
oval, and it is seldom that they are smaller at 
one end than at the other. Their ground 
color is very constant, being a pale pinkish- 

J 

crj 





buff, and seldom varies in tint, but their mark- 

1 wij 
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ings show great variation, and the difference 

\ 




in the sizes of different sets of eggs exhibit great 

the 





variation. It should bo remarked, however, 

the 





that the two eggs in each particular set show but 

tin 





little difference in size. 

the 





Set I. April 8, 1886, Comal county, Texas. 

I h 





Two eggs, pale pinkish-buff marbled with lilac- 

tin 





gray and fawn color: 1.28 x. 95; 1.81 x. 94. 

a 1 





The smallest sized set in the series. 

j 





Set II. May 30, 1887. La Fayette County, 

cal 





Mississippi. Two eggs, very pale pinkish-buff, 
spotted with lavender-gray: 1.38 x. 94; 1.39 

the 





x.91. 

or 





Set III. May 8, 1888, Chatham County, 
Georgia. Two eggs, very pale pinkish-buff, 

bu 





lightly spotted with lavender-gray, and few 
.specks of burnt umber: 1.43 x.99; 1.39 x.99. 

“s 

soil 





Set IY. May 14, 1887. La Fayette County, 

of 





Mississippi. Two eggs, pinkish-buff, heavily 
marbled and spotted with lilac-gray and tawny- 

of 

“8 





olive: 1.39 x. 1.02; 1.38x1.01. The above de- 

the 





scribes these eggs as they appear now, but 

yai 





they were very different when I first received 

to 





them. My collector packed them up the day 

ha 





after he took them, and sent them to me at 

fri 





once, so that they reached me about three 




# 


days after they were collected. The colors 

ing 





were then much brighter than they now are, 

egg 





and what is now tawny-olive color was then 

tin 





almost burnt umber, but in spite of being 

aln 





kept away from the light they have steadily 

mo 





faded. 

Ho 





Set V. June 8, 1885, Edgecomb County, 

North Carolina. Two eggs, pale pinkisli-buff, 

ve< 





marbled with lilac-gray, and spotted with 

tile 





drab: 1.51 xl.01; 1.54x1.04. The largest sized 

tov 





set in the series, and very large eggs for this 

clic 





species. 

Set VI. May 9, 1885, St. John’s County, 

Florida. Two eggs, light pinkish-buff, spot- 
ted and marbled with lilac-gray, and one egg 
has also a few small spots of burnt umber: 

1.39 x.98; 1.39x1.02. 

Set VII. May 21, 1886, Beaufort County, 

South Carolina. Two eggs, pinkish-buff, 
spotted and marbled with lilac-gray and burnt 
umber. There are also some spots of drab. 

Heavily marked for this species: 1.35x1.02; 

1.37 x 1.02. 

Set VIII. June 9, 1887, Beaufort County, 

South Carolina. Two eggs, pinkish-buff, mar- 
bled and spotted with lilac-gray and bistre. 

wo 



• 


There are also heavy blotches of mouse-gray. 

The markings on this set are the heaviest of 
any in the series, and they are the hand- 
somest eggs: 1.44x1.04; 1.34x1.01. 

Set IX. May 4, 1885, St.John’s County, South 

Carolina. Two eggs, pinkish-buff, marbled 
and spotted with lilac-gray, mouse-gray, and 
bistre. The spots of the latter color are all 
grouped around one end on each egg, where 
they form indistinct wreaths. This is an un- 
usual style of marking for this species: 1.43 
x 1.02; 1.44x1.02. J. P. N. 






o &0. XIV. Aug'. 1889 p .116 
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The Chuck-wills Widow at Raleigh, 
N. C. 


The Chuck-wills Widow ( Antrostomus carolin- 
ensis) is tolerably common here, but is very 
seldom seen — far less often than its smaller 
cousin, the Whip-poor-will, which to judge 
by the numbers of each bird which can be 
heard calling on any still night in the coun- 
try at the right time of year, ought to come 
to hand much less often than it does if it 
were as hard to flush as the big Widow. 

The birds start singing about the last week 
in April, and this seems to be the right time 
to find them, if indeed one is lucky enough 
to find them. 

My experience is as follows: I flushed one 
on April 21, 1885, but could not get a shot; on 
April 30, I flushed two along a fence, and after 
a while killed one sitting on a bush. From 
this time on to 1888 I never saw one at all, al- 
though I heard them whenever I happened to 
be in the country at night. 

On April 27, 1888, I flushed one from under 
a bush, whereupon he settled in a tree twenty- 
five feet from the ground, and was promptly 
collected ; while in his death throes he disgorged 
the entire body, feathers and all of a Carolina 
Wren, which I suppose he had been intending 
to digest. The same day I flushed another, 
and had an easy shot but missed him clean. 

The few I have flushed always settled in 
trees, except in the last case, when the bird lit 
on the ground and was refluslied, and then 
settled in a tree and was missed. On the 
other hand Whip-poor-wills almost invariably 
light on the ground, and seldom in a bush. 
If the Widow roosts in trees this would ac- 
count for the great difficulty of finding one. 
Audubon says it roosts in hollow trees which 
would also increase its chances of eluding ob- 
servation. 1 have no doubt the bird nests in 
this section as it is a regular summer visitor 
about half as common as the Whip-poor-will, 
but I have never found the eggs. 

C. S. Brimley. 

Raleigli, N. C. 

o.&o. x rv< oat . 1889 p.issr 


Sunny So.Oologist.1489. Chuck-will' s-widow. By F. D. Foxhall. Ibid., p. 3 Auk,VlI. Jan ‘'890 

/ . 808. Chuck-will's Widow. By Arthur T. Wayne, Ibid., pp. 82, 83. -P-W 

• ■' Account of its habits as observed at Charleston, S. C. ©0i@QOeB©O0rd« II 


ft 

/m u. ,c «> 


An Antrostomus carolinensis Linn., 9 ■ had the stomach 
filled with feathers and little pieces of bones (probably of a War- 
bler) , and one of the tail-feathers was colored like those of the 
male (the inner web white above). 




Auk, XV, Oct., 1898, p. 33 c, 

Antrostomus carolinensis Devouring other Birds. — Dr. W. L. Abbott 
recently presented a specimen of Chuck-will’s-widow to the Philadelphia 
Academy, which he secured on shipboard off Sagua, Cuba, Sept. 4, 1898, 
and which contained in its stomach a partially digested Yellow Warbler 
(Dendroica (estiva). Dr. Abbott stated that quite a number of small 
Warblers had been flying about the ship for several days and probably the 
Antrostomus was hard pressed and devoured one of them in lieu of his 
usual food. Such records seem to be uncommon and worthy of note.— 
Witmer Stone, Academy of Natural Sciences , Philadelphia , Pa. 
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Eastern Massachusetts. 
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An tros tonus vociferus . 


Y7 inchendon , Mass . 

188S. Early- this morning - about daybreak - we were all awak- 

June 15. ened by a Whippoorwill which sang thirty or fourty times on 
the doorstep directly below the window. A distinct chuck 
preceded each utterance. Bailey says that this bird regular- 
ly sings on this doorstep every morning excepting when the 
weather is cold or stormy. He has often watched him and seen 
him dart out after passing moths returning, after catching 
his prey, to resume his song which is interrupted frequently 
in this way. 

: South Yarmouth, Mass. 

1899. Directly in front of the Stone's house stands a large, 

Aug. 11-15, spreading willow tree under which, at the time of my visit, 
was a wooden bench. As I was walking past this within a yard 
or two in the twilight on the evening of the 14th a Whippoor- 
will started, apparently from the seat of the bench, and 
fluttered slowly off calling wuk six or eight times in quick 
succession and opening and shutting its tail repeatedly, the 


white alternately flashing and disappearing in the dim light. 
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Antrostomus vociferus. 


1892. Mass . 

July 16. Cone or dr There were two Whippoorwills, both in the woods on FWJ - ftg X: 
(No. 4) the ridge near Box meadow. The number of repetitions of their - m - — * 
notes varied from three to twenty-five. They did not seem to 
move about as much as usual. 

July 20. Concord .- My experience with thw Whippoorwills to-night taught 
(NO. 4) me some new things about them . As I stood on the Knoll in the 
& in the SstabrooK road two came close about me uttering an emphat- 
(NO. 5) ic note which, within a distance of 20 or 30 yards, sounded liKe 
quo ip . and farther off, was distinctly quip . This was apparently 
a call note used by both sexes for the birds were almost certain- 
ly a pair. They moved their positions frequently as I could 
tell by their calls apparently tahing short flights from place 
to place among the sprouts but never once showing themselves 
against the light in the western sKy. The male sang every few 
minutes, often very near me. As a rule he uttered the . quip or 
auoip from one to five times in quicK succession just before the 
song began but this was not invariably the case. I heard the 
well-Known clucKing call whenever the bird was within 50 or 60 
yards. It resembles most clearly the clucK of the Chipmunk 
( T ami as strictus ) and to-night at least was not given until 
the song was well under way usually beginning with the 5th utter- 
ance of the whinpoorwill and invariably coming in exactly at the 


end of the first syllable (thus: whip( .cluck )p o o rwi.1.1 ) and not as 


Antrostomus vociferus. 


1892. Mass . 

July 30. Concord. .- has been stated by other writers between the calls. It Whi ji- 

(N0.4) did not seem to interrupt the continuity of the whole utterance .P. op x- 
& {' whl-r/noorwill ) but rather appeared to be given simultaneously wills. 

(NO. 5. ) with the close of the first syllable and perhaps the beginning 
of the second. Indeed it was difficult to believe that the 
cluck and whinnoorwill were both uttered by the same bird the 
effect being decidedly that of one bird singing and another near 
it clucking a sort of accompaniment. There can be no doubt, 
however, that one individual did produce the two sounds. After 
the clucking began it always accompanied each utterance to the 
end of the period of singing. 

It would be difficult to improve on the popular and long- 
established rendering of the song of A. vociferus. Whether the 
sound comes from afar or from within a few rods, the bird says 
" x’/hiTTPoorwill 11 with almost perfect distinctness emphasizing the 
first and last syllables strongly. The song can be heard nearly 
if not quite, a mile away when the air is still and damp as is 
usually the case of a summer evening. When there is no moon the 
birds sings but little, if at all, after the sunset light has 
wholly faded in the west. As twilight deepens the Whippoorwills 
come out of the woods and sing in the orchards and on the stone 
walls near houses. They wander over wide acres in this way. 


Antrostomus voeiferus. 


1892. Mass . 

July 21 . Concord .- The first Whippoorwill song began at 7.35 and two Whlppoor- 

( NO . 3 ) birds sang after this at frequent intervals but both ceased be- will s . 
fore it became dark. 

July 25. Concord .- At 7.37 two Whippoorwills began singing on the high 

(NO. 2) ridge and kept it up at intervals until darkness fell, after 
which we did not hear a note from either until near daylight 
next morning. 

July 30. Concord.- The Whippoorwills began at 7.28, two of them, both 

coming very near us and flitting from place to place among the 
trees. They apparently sang usually if not invariably from ele- 
vated perches on the branches of the oaks but we did not once 
get so much as a glimpse at either bird. 

The clucking was distinctly audible at 40 or 50 yards. Mr. 

Hubbard thought at first that it came in between the 11 whippoor - 
wills 11 but he finally agreed with me that usually it was uttered 
simultaneously with the first syllable. There were occasional 
exceptions to this, however, for sometimes it was unmistake ably 
given just before the first syllable and once we both thought it 
was repeated twice at the end of the last " whippoorwill 11 . Mr. 

Hubbard thought that it sounded as if the bird tapped his bill 


against a log. 


Antrostomus vociferus. 


1892. Mass . 

Aug. 5. Concord .- Even the Whippoorwill which began at 7.35 on the hill Skin- 
west of Heath's bridge gave only a few notes and then relapsed 
into silence. w _ i 1 I jB . 

Aug. 13. Concord .- A Whippoorwill began on the hill west of Heath's bridg 

(HO. 2) gave first five, and shortly afterwards ten, repetitions of its 
song note and then relapsed into silence. 
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Ant&rostomus vooiferus . 


intervale 

1896. 


to Mt .Washington . , N.H. 

" Hanging from the Intervale to Mt .Washington, my busi- 
ness afforded me tirae and opportunity for some work with the 
birds. One item in regard to the Whippoorwill interested me. 
At the base of the Rattlesnake range of i.Its. is a deep glade, 
divided by a sizeable brook. The timber growth being mainly 
pine, balsam, fir, sugar maple and white biroh, with heavy 
undergrowth of alder. In this glade I found the Antftrostoinus 
vocl Cerus . in goodly numbers. They drew my attention especi- 
ally by reason of their peculiar call, ’which I have not heard 
before and which I fail to find recorded in any of the books 
at my command. The last syllable of Whip-poor-will being sup- 
pressed. The first two syllables being uttered with great 
rapidity and extra vogor, with a short jerky effort, the first 
syllable being the accented one. It might be represented as 
follows:- Whip-poo , whip-poo , ad libitum. 

I took three specimens who. showed this peculiarity, but 
could not find in either, coloration, structure or measurement 
differing from an honest, every day Whip-poor-will. Those 
taken were all male birds. Of course from the "nature of the 
beast" they are somewhat difficult of accurate observation. 
They appeared (two individuals) first on the evening of April 
25th. At the south of the glade eis a large cleared area, or, 


Antrostomus vociforus . 


Intervale 

1S9G. 
(No. 2 ). 


to Mt .Washington, N.H. 

as the natives call it , a "cut-down". In the centre of this 
is a large boulder. To the top of this boulder, one at a 
tirae, they came with machine-1 ike regularity. I timed them 
for seven successive evenings. The arrival ’was within a few 
seconds of three minutes later each evening. I never saw more 
than one at a time on the rock, and that it could not be the 
same bird is proved by the fact that after shooting two speci- 
mens from the rock, the next evening a representative at the 
proper time took possession. The performance seemed to me 
exceedingly interesting, although perhaps not an undiscovered 
fact to one of more knowledge. I regret very much that I lost 
a careful memoranda of their dissection, by an unexpected fall 
into the Saco River. 

The peculiarity of their call seems to me worthy of at- 
tention. It is even more striking than the well-known cry. 

Prom a letter from P.S. Mills, Andover, Mass, to 
Prank M. Chapman, New York, May 30, 1395. 
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Antrostomus vooiferus . 


Peterborough, New Hampshire. 


1898. 

Although the Whippoorwill was not met with here this sea' 

July 5 
to 

Aug .15. 

son I do not hesitate to include it on the authority of our 

farmer host Mr. Day ’who assures me that he has often heard it 

on Ben Mere farm in former summers. It was so abundant at 

Jaffrey in July of this year that W. Deane often heard four or 

\ 

five and on one occasion six birds singing in a single even- 


ing. 
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Birds of Upper St, John, 
Batcheider. 


67. Caprimulgus vociferus Wils. Whip-poor-will. — Mr. McLeod 

* notes that there are a few at Houlton during the summer. The species 
was neither seen nor heard at Fort Fairfield arid Grand Falls. 

Bull N.O.O, 7, July, 1882, p.140 


•Bammer Birds or Sudbury, Out. 
H.Aiber«er. 

j . lT¥. Whip-poor-will. Tolerably common. 

O^O, XV, JOne, 1890, p»87 


General Notes. 

Notes on Cape Breton Summer Birds. 
Francis H. Allen. 


Antrostomus vociferus. Mr. Bolles did not meet with this bird him- 
self, but when he whistled the song, “the dwellers by sea or inland lake 
said, ‘ Oh yes, we have that bird. He sings at night.' ” 


Auk XIX. Jan. 1806 p. 80 

/r-, 

djc l 

76, 

162 Antrostomus vociferus. Whip-poor-will.— Regular migrant,, 
rather rare summer resident, April 14 to October 10; breeds (May 21, 1888). 


WglfeboroJ^H. Jund. 17-1887. / ^ c *-r-j 


Bds. Obs. in Franconia, N.H. June 11-21 
'86, and June4-Aug. 1/87, W. Faxon 

ii. Antrostomus vociferus. Whip-poor-will. ^-Not very common. 

Auk, v. April, 1888. p .151 


Birds Obsvd, near Holderness, N.H 
June 4-12, '85, and 4-13, *80. W, Faxon 


II. Antrostomus vociferus. Whip-poo r-wil l.— Abundant. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.149 


Birds Obs. at Bridgewater, N.H. 
Julyl2-S9pt. 4, 1883. F. H. AH«n 

Antrostomus vociferus. — Quite common. 

Auk, VI. Jan., 1889. p. 77 
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Antrostomus vociferus. — Not common. 

Auk, VI. Ja». . 1889. p. 78 


Breezy Point, Warren, N.H. 


1895 
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Birds of Hillsboro Oo. N.H. June 27, '©2 
Arthur M. Farmer, Amoskaag.N.H. 

| Whippoorwill, common. 

0,8$ O Vol.17, Sept. 1892 p.138 


Summer Bds,Mt. Mansfield, Vfc. 

* Antrostomus vociferus. Whip-poor-will. — Rare and local. 

by Arthur H. Howell. Auk, XVIII, Oct., 1901, 
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Mass, {near Concord ). 


1887 
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• Winchendon, Mass Jtm^ 18^3. 
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Birds of Bristol County, Mass. 
F.W. Andros. 


Antrostomus vociferus (Wils.), Whip-poor- 
will. Summer resident, common. Breeds. 

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p.139 


Birds Known to Pass Breeding Season 
nr. Winchendon, Mass. Wm. Brewster 


ig. Antrostomus vociferus. 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888. p.389 

Bds. Obs. n»«ir Sheffield, Berkshire 
Gy, Mass. June 17-26, '38. W. Faxon 


n. Antrostomus vociferus. Whip-poor-will. — Common. 

Auk, VI. J*b. , 1889. p. 44 

Bds. Obs. near OTkylock M . Berkshire 
Oo. Mass. June 28- July 1G. W, Faxon 


9. Antrostomus vociferus. Whip-poor-will. — A few were heard in 
the Notch, altitude 1200 feet. 


Auk, VI. April, 1889. p.99 
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Birds of the Adirondack Region. 

CH.Merriaoa. 


XOO Caprimulgus vociferus, Wilson. Wh.p-poor-will- B reeds, 
but not common except about the borders of the woods. 

Bali, N. O.O, 0, Oct, 1881. p, 231 


Long IslandBird Notes N. T.Lawr ence 

7. Caprimulgus vociferus. Whip-poor-will. — On April 26, 1885, 
Mr. Henry DeForest found a nest of this bird at Oyster Bay, contaimng 
two eggs; the following week, May 3, he again visited the spot, and found 
younto birds that had evidently been hatched several days. I record the 
above as an unusually early date. J. P. Giraud. Jr., speaking of this bird 
in ‘The Birds of Long Island,’ says, “It arrives on Long Island about the 
first of May, from the South; in the latter part of the same month the 
female commences laying.” 

Auk, 2, July, 1886. p.272 

Birds T!og& Oo, 2ST.Y. Aldan Loring 

354. Whip-poor-will. Not rare. | 

Oa&o, Isna, 1880, p.§§ 

Oneida Ocunty, New York 
William L, Ralph & Egbert Bag:* 

Antrostomus vociferus. — This species is common along the shore of 
Oneida Lake in June. Undoubtedly breeding, though we have not found 
it. It was given in the List on the strength of a single specimen taken in 
Herkimer Co. Alik, VII. July, 1890, P, 231 - 


VerUo l £ a. ^ <tk 

ycuw cLe, <JA\ J (Ji^Ccr , Yvl-D £ l °j o ij t 

l it X cT (s- So. 

Whip-poor-will. Heard occasionally. 

E. A. Sterling, Brooklyn, Pa. 

Auk, XIX, July, 1902, p.299. 

tLk (nSi !~J ^ pc-v ( J/leA) < 

■e&jt slaLa-Q (S' tkXAy f /la ct~f~ 

10. Antrostomus vociferus. Whip-poor-will. — Included by Mr. 
Embody only in his hypothetic list. A common summer resident, how- 
ever, in the low woods about Oneida Lake, particularly at Lewis Point. 
Mr. Miller has taken one specimen, a fall migrant, at Peterboro. 

Autt, XX, July, 1903, 
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W. Middlesex Ob. Mass. 


June 25-80. 1880. 
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Ashb y __ Two males singing every evening curing our 

stay within hearing of Mr. Brooks' house. They began regularly 
at aboui eight o' clock and continued singing with frequent inter- 
missions of a few minutes up to the time when we we nt to bed, or 
on the average about IT o' clock. During this time there was no 
moon, and se veral of the nights were very darg. Both of these 
birds began singing in a heavy piece of pine woods on the hill 
side, but when it became thoroughly dark they left this cover and 
ranged freely about over the neighboring country, singing in the 
apple orchards and on stone walls in the fields. 


The Singing: of Birds. 


E.P.Bicknell, 


Caprimulgus vociferus. Whip-poor-will. 

I have never heard the notes of the Whip-poor-will after the 
middle of the year, though it is well known to sing in the autumn. 
At Sing Sing, Dr. Fisher has heard it up to September 19 ; and it 
has been heard by different members of my family at the following 
times and places: Canaseraga, N. Y., July 24, '1871 ; Scarsdale, 
N. Y., August 31, 1880; Bay Ridge, L. I., August 10, 18S1. 

Auk, 2, Jnly, 1886. p. Z 6~/. 


THE WHIP-POOR- WILL,. 

On a low bough, above the window sill, 

Sang yester eve a lonely whip-poor-will ; 

An allegretto strain until the close, 

Repeated o’er and o’er without repose. 

And did he weary of the woods, and long 
To pipe in haunts of men a little song 
And wed it to the moonlight pale and still? 

Whip-poor-will ! whip-poor-will ! whip-poor-will ! 

Ah ! who was Will that he should come to woe ? 

Perchance, a Quaker bird — ’twas long ago— 

The changing years their promises fulfill 
To every May is sent the whip-poor-will. 

In tender shades of green the earth is drest, 

The sun sifts gold around the simpleest nest ; 

And all the birds are joyous ; why must he 
Mid cheery blossoms pipe a threnody ? 

Ah ! who can tell— not all in night time sing, 

Not all are larks with sunward soaring wing ; 

In nature’s concert each his part nrast fill, 

And the great Master taught the Whip-poor-will. 

-Bosto n.^!, W83 pW) 
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Whip-poor-will, ( Caprimulciu s vofiife - 
rus,) May 14, as I was passing through aj 
young pine wood, a Whip-poor-will started 
up almost at my feet, and flying a few 
yards lay on the ground fluttering its out- 
spread wings. The two white eggs, spot- 
ted with brown and lilac, were soon dis- 
covered and incubation was found to have 
begun. June 1, found a nest with one 
young a few days old, and a stale egg and 
the next day discovered another with the 
same contents! June 5, an old bird start- 
ed up a few feet ahead of me, but the two 
little brown birds so resembled the leaves 
on which they lay, that I had to make a 
close search on my knees to find them. 

The four nests found were each in a clump 
of young trees, and were composed of old, 
dry leaves, just as they had fallen from 
the trees. Does it often happen that one 
egg is barren '? 


o.&o. IX. Deo. 18 S 4 , p, /*r. 


The Whippoorwill at Raleigh, N. C. 


BY C. S. BRIMLEY. 


A tew particulars concerning our past year’s 
experience with this bird may be of some inter- 
est to some of the readers of the O. and O., 
and as an introduction 1 will first give a few 
data concerning the species : 

The Whippoorwill arrives here about the 18tli 
of April with tolerable uniformity, and from 
that time till the end of May its notes may be 
nightly heard by all who are near enough to 
its favorite haunts. From June on it is seldom 
heard and I cannot give the time of its leaving 
us but we have on one occasion taken it as late 
as October 10th. While here it seems to fre- 
quent the higher and dryer woods, and it is 
only in such localities there is any chance of 
finding it. This year it was first observed on 
April 18th ; five days afterwards I was follow- 
ing some Towhees in a strip of woods on a 
rocky ridge running north, when a bird that at 
first I took to be an unusually large Towhee 
flew up almost from under my feet. I soon, 
however, recognized him as a Whippoorwill, 
and seeing him settle within easy shot I 
straightway collected him. 

On May 5th my brother was collecting in a 
patch of woods on the same ridge, when a pair 
of Whippoorwills flew up almost from under 
his feet; he immediately collected one and then 
started to look for eggs. His search was soon 
crowned with success, for within a few feet of 
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where the birds had flown from, lay two eggs 
in a slight depression among the dead leaves. 
The eggs, however, to our disgust, were within 
a few hours of hatching and we were unable to 
save them. Next day I went to look for the 
other Whippoorwill and scared him up within 
a few feet of where my brother had taken the 
eggs and forthwith added him to our stock. 
(This one proved a male; the female was shot 
the previous day) . 

On May 18th 1 was again collecting on the 
same wooded ridge, some half mile soutli of 
where my brother had taken the eggs, when as 
I was slowly making my way through bushes, 
briars and dead brush, a Whippoorwill flew up 
from a comparatively open space before me, 
and sitting on a fallen tree trunk commenced 
beating her wings, at the same time giving 
vent to a muilled booming sound, swelling her 
throat as she did so. I backed far enough to 
save her from utter annihilation on firing and 
then collected her with a warbler load. I 
found, however, that 1 had scarcely retired far 
enough as more feathers were shot away than 
was necessary or ornamental. 

After bagging the bird, I commenced to look 
for eggs and presently found a downy little 
chick faintly chirping among the dead leaves; 
I collected him and noticing that he was in no 
depression whatever, extended my search and 
within too feet was the nest, or rather the de- 
pression, containing a single egg which I fond- 
ly hoped was addled, but my hopes were dis- 
appointed as a marked star showed itself on 
one side and a faint chirp was heard through 
the shell. I managed to preserve the hatched 
chick and its mother but not the hatching one. 
Thus nest number two produced no eggs but 
only a little yellow chick. Nine days after on 
May 27th, my brother was again collecting in 
the same patch of woods where he had found 
the first nest. He again scared up a Whippoor- 
will; this time in the opposite corner of the 
woods, and again collected it, on looking for 
eggs, however, he found none but noticed a 
slight depression among the leaves which he 
thought might be an intended nest and presume 
it was, forjudge of our disgust when dissection 
showed that two or three days more would 
have sufficed to give us a fresh set of two eggs. 

This concludes our season’s experience with 
the Whippoorwill and its nest, and X think all 
Oologists will agree with me that it is to say 
the least, mortifying to have been three times 
within the same month so near getting a set of 
Whippoorwill’s eggs, and yet be a few days 
too early or late as we were. 


O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 p . Afy. 
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Nesting of the Whip-poor-will. 


Inch in breadth. The general color is clear 
white, irregularly blotched, first by mottlings 
of pale purple, then by spots of a reddish-brown 
hue. They are of an equal length and both 
ends are nearly of the same size. One has 
much darker spots than the other, and these 
are chiefly in an irregular circle near the centre 
of the egg. The dark spots on the lighter one 
are more towards the larger end, while what 
may be termed the smaller end is larger than in 
the other specimen. They were placed close 
together and lay lengthwise on their leafy bed. 
They were perfectly fresh and one of them 
may have been deposited that morning. 

After this find we proceeded still westward, 
and saw several nearly completed nests of Red- 
Starts ( Setophaga ruticilla ), and took another 
set of four eggs of the Wood Thrushes, sets of 
four and three of Hermit Thrush, and three of 
Wilson’s Thrush (Hylocichla fuscescens) and 
found a partly formed nest of the Golden- 
crowned Thrush ( Siurus aurocapillus) , from 
which I afterwards took a fine set of four eggs. 
Returning homeward we again flushed the 
Whir-poor-will from her old nesting place. 

1 might here note that 1 heard for the first 
time this season the notes of this species on 
the evening of the oth of May and as the weath- 
er became warmer their notes were heard ap- 
parently answering each other from various 
tracts of woodland in this vicinity, which seem- 
ed to indicate that they are becoming more 
common. 

O.&O. XII. Jul y 1867 q, //■?-// V - 

Bird Notes From the Pacific Coast. 

v BY H. R. TAYLOR, SAN JOSE, GAL. 

A cousin of mine at Santa Clafa, Cal., saw a 
flock of '-geese some time ago, flying in a south- 
erly direction and, accompanied by a solitary 
duck of some small specie's, which was flying 
in a position third from the first goose of the 
line, and apparently /flapping its wings with 
great rapidity in order to keep up with the 
flock. He was greatly surprised at the odd 
sight, having never before observed ducks fly- 
ing in company with geeseV 

One day, some weeks after, 'while in the same 
locality, he noticed a single duck flying north 
with a flock of geese. The duck,, occupied the 
same relative position in line as file one seen 
before, and was he thinks the same bird. 

Qfie of my friends saw a small sparrow close- 
ly pursued by a Sparrow Hawk and had about 
gived it up as lost when the sparrow darted 


BY G. S. H., BETHEL, CONN. 


On the morning of June 23rd, 1886, as I was 
walking through the woods I flushed a Whip- 
poor-will, ( Caprimulgus vociferus ) from off the 
ground a short distance in front of me, and on 
going to the spot where she arose I saw a sin- 
gle egg lying in its apology for a nest at the 
base of a white oak tree. The woods had all 
been cut off the previous winter from around 
the tree, except on the north side about twenty 
feet from it, where there was a clump of small 
saplings and hushes. I left the egg thinking 
there would be one more by another day, it 
being situated in a place where I was in the 
habit of passing from two to three times a day. 

I waited two days, visiting it four times in the 
interval, each time the owner flying directly off 
from the egg when I was about twenty-five 
feet from it and alighting in the bushes on the 
north side. I secured the egg on the 25th of 
June, and did not go near the place again until 
the 28th, when I was very much surprised by 
seeing another egg in the same place but did 
not see the parent bird. I also visited this 
twice a day for the next three days, when as I 
had seen nothing of the owner I concluded on 
j the first day of July to secure it but was dis- 
I appointed to find the egg gone. The same pair 
' presumably had nested in the immediate vicin- 
ity for several Sept. 1887 p.l55 




j While engaged in this occupa- 
tion I was startled by a large brownish look- 
ing bird which arose from the ground almost 
from under my feet. A glance and I recog- 
nized the Whip-poor-will (Antrostomus voci- 
ferus) and there, too, right before me, on the 
bare ground at the edge of a bi ush heap lay 
the two eggs. There was no attempt what- 
ever at a nest, the eggs being laid simply upon 
the dead leaves which covered the ground. 
Tt was a beautiful contrast, too, which was 
brought out by the dark brown background 
of the leaves, and the grayish, marbled sur- 


face of the two eggs. 


O.&O. XIV. Nov. 1089 p. 106 


Nesting of the Whip-poor- Will. 

BY WM. L. KELLS, ONTARIO, CANADA. 


rne attern °on of May 19th, 1886, nr 
a nd myself took a nest-hunting ramble ii 
Wild woods to the north-west of Listowel 
wmd had been very high in the earlier pa 
the day, and it was not until after 2, n 
hat we concluded to start for the forest; 

fter about an we found ourselves 
pioaching the region of our destination, 
” h ’ hard ~wood timbered land, some dish 
on the west of Wild Wood. For some time 
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Thp f l6d t0 1,0 discovery worthy of note. 

fhe trees were putting forth the emerald foli- 
a ge of summer; the woodland birds were in 
u song and on every side their appearance 

sT/htTnS f aVe a Chaim t0 ^e senses of 
sight and sound. 

Approaching a place where the underwood 
was low and thick, we heard the delightful 
song notes of the Wood Thrush (. Hylocichla 
fr om its deep shade, and on pie! 
trating this its nest was soon discovered, placed 
hi the fork of a small maple, with the female 
bi d f a ‘ ed thereon. This contained four e-gs 
which showed that incubation had been several 
, ys in progress. Soon the notes of a Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak fell upon my ear, and I di- 
rected my son to look for its nest. In a few 
moments he called out that he had found it 
b0,n f t0 the s Pot, however, I found that it was 
not the nest of a Grosbeak that he had discov- 
ered but that of a Hermit Thrush, ( Hylocichla 
umlascvpaUasi). This was placed on some 
dry sticks near the ground, but among low 
ushes, where it was pretty well hid by the 
newly formed leaves, and though its set of 
eggs was but three, I found that they had been 
several days incubated. A few yards from this 
the nest of the Grosbeak was discovered in a 
small underwood, about eight feet from the 
giound, and containing four beautiful e»'»'s 
Having secured these, 1 directed my son to Jii- 
cle around the western edge of the thicket, 
hile I took the other side, intending to meet 

c/relTn e m° Uthern lnargin - We had nearly 
clod the thicket and were but a few rods dis- 
tant from each other, when I was startled by 
the glimpse of a Whip-poor-will (Caprirnulgus 
vociferus), rising almost at my feet, and after a 
shoit, fluttering flight it alighted on an old loo- 
near where my son was. On being again 
flushed she disappeared into the thick under- 
woo . I gave a shout of exultation, for on 
gazing at the spot where the bird arose I dis- 
covered two beautiful eggs; the first of this 

I r C ' e l that 1 had ever s<?en in a state of nature. 

-t here had been no attempt at nest making on 
he part of the bird; the eggs were laid on a 
few dry leaves that lay flat on the earth, as 
they had fallen from the trees the autumn be- 
fore and had been pressed down by the winter's 
snow. Hear by were several small underwood, 
whose green leaves cast an agreeable shade ov- 
er the nesting spot, while high overhead the 
branches and foliage of some monarch of the 
wood swayed and fluttered in the breeze. 

. lb f se e £& s are about one and a quarter of an 
inch in length, by eighty-eight hundreths of an 
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Pickens Oo. 
So. Carolina 


On a sultry night last month, Mrs. A. H. 

Ellsworth, of Jackson Hollow, was awakened 
by the dapping of wings at one of the windows 
of her bedroom. She struck a light and 
found that a female Whip-poor-will had got 
wedged in between the screen and the sash, 
that the bird was unable to free herself, and 
that one of her wings was broken. Mrs. 

Ellsworth took pity on the wounded bird, 
bound up the broken wing as well as she knew 
how, and placed her in a canary bird’s cage 
for the night. 

In the morning Mrs. Ellsworth found that 
the Whip-poor-will, with the exception of the 
broken wing, was all right, and she fed the 
bird and hung the cage on the porch, intend- 
ing to set her free as soon as she was able to 
dy. During the morning the Whip-poor-will 
sang 'out a number of times, and along in the 
forenoon Mrs. Ellsworth noticed that another 
Whip-poor-will was ditting around the cage. 

She concluded that the wounded bird had suc- 
ceeded in calling her mate from a row of 
willows down by the creek, and her conclusion 
proved to be correct. 

The male Whip-poor-will alighted on the 
rim of the cage, and coaxed like a good fellow 
for his wife to come out and sail away with 
him to their home among the willows, and 
then they put their bills together between the 
wires and had a real sweet domestic kissing 
spell for three or four minutes, the wife seem- 
ing to convey to her anxious husband an 
understanding of the fact that she would be 
delighted to accompany him if she only had 
two well wings. Anyhow, the male appeared 
to understand pretty soon that his wife was a 
cripple, and in prison, too, for when they had 
kissed one another all they cared to just 
then, the male flew away toward the brook. 

In a littlewhile he returned with his bill full 
of food, which he liberally dealt out to his 
wife from his perch on the rim of the cage. It 
tasted better to her than the food that Mrs. 

Ellsworth had put into the cage, Mrs. Ells- 
worth said, and during the day he came and 
went a score of times. Mrs. Ellsworth left the 
cage out all night, so that the wife might be 
as near to her husband as possible, and the 
male roosted on a lilac bush close by. He 
carried lots of food to his wife each day, and 
in about a fortnight her wing got well. Then 
Mrs. Ellsworth turned her loose. Her mate 
joined her immediately, and the happy paii 
sailed off toward the willows, singing a song 
of gladness on the way. — Dayton (Dayton) 

Daily Journal. 

20 Antrostomus vociferus. Wme-eooR-wiLL.-In the neighborhood 

of the house where I stayed the characteristic notes of the Whip-pooi -w 

greeted the ear nightly. It did not appear to t 1 ’ 

however. S. Carolina. Loomia. Auk, Vll. Jan.i890.p. SIT 


,T, he Oologist. 1572. Whip-poor-will. By H. A. Koch. Ibid., p. 23. Auk,Vll. Jan. 1890 . 

516. [ Whippoorwill ]. By W. L. Scott. Ibid . , II, 138, 139. — Its nest- 


ing and range in Canada. 
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f/tf^ZSzs^z // /%tz s^zssztf ^ss> .SszZSS^ 

'/ /, z/$^'As/Zz^ ^ZSS/£rsZ$r S^StZzZtZ#^ /SSczZ^S Z/^'Z^S'<f*C 
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S/Z^tfS ZZZZZZS. 
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Concord, 
1895. 
Sept , 9 . 


1899 . 
may 21 . 


Chorde lie's virgin ianus . 

Mass. Migrating. 

There was an unusually heavy and we 11 -marked migration 
of Nighthawks beginning at about 5 P.M. and lasting until 
nearly dark. They all came from the north-east in ones, twos, 
and threes and went off towards the south-west, a course they 
invariably follow here. While crossing the meadows they de- 
scended and fed for a few minutes by flying about in irregular 
lines but none of them tarried long. Indeed I have rarely 
seen them appear to be in greater haste to push on southward. 
We counted 18 birds in all. 

Feeding about the tops of oaks. 

As twilight was deepening into night two Night Hawks ap- 
peared following the edge of the woods and hovering and cir- 
cling about the tops of the oaks like great moths. Apparent- 
ly they found insects plentiful for they beat back and forth 
over the same ground several times. Earlier in the evening 
I heard a Night Hawk peeping and saw him high in air but he 


did not boom. 




Penobscot Bay, Maine. 

J l~Lj /ty &> JVa. 

^Aa; ^ * / ^'-v- 

t(/Z+JL (y^Kjtiu <-* v>-^o ^Zvv. £j ^W X-rv^-v_> 

^-Lrf- ^*"1 / *LV»-<4 ^ t^-i^-v '<-«*—■ ^AA, dbw ' *f() • 





Chordeiles virginianus . 


Glendale, Berkshire Co., Mass. Migrating. 

1899. On the evening of the 3rd no less than five parties of 

Sept. 1-15. Nighthawks containing respectively 6, 5, 4, 3 & 2 birds each 
passed within sight of our house all moving due south at a 
moderate height and evidently migrating. I afterwards learned 
from Miss Keyes that a considerable flight passed over lit. 
Monadnock the same evening. On the evening of the 5th I saw 
a single N ighthawk flying south over Southbridge. 


I 


Birds of Upper St, John. 

Batchaldar. 

68. Chordeiles popetue ( Vieill.) Bd. Night-hawk.— V ery abundant 
at Grand Falls. At Fort Fairfield it was common; they frequented 
burnt lands. 

Bull. N. Q. O, 7, July, 1882 , p, 150 



Birds -within Ten Miles of Point 
de Monts, Can, Goineau & Merriai. 


50. Chordediles popetue. Night-hawk. — A common summer resi- 
dent. First seen June 5, 1883. I saw Night-hawks flying about overhead 
nearly every day while at Godbout, both in July, 1881, and July, 1882. 

Bu&N.O.O, 7, Oct, 1882, P.236 


B S D observed by 

B. D. Win tie, Fall 1885, Montreal, Can 

28, Niglitliawkl 

O.&O. XI.Mar.l886.p. VV 


Summer Birds Of Bras D’ Or Region 
Cape Breton Id,, N.S. J.Dwight.Jr. 


22. Chordeiles virginianus. 

Auk. 4, Jan., 1887. p.16 


Breeding Dates of Birds i^Kings 

County, N.S. Watson L. Bishop. 


21 


Night Hawk ( Chordeiles popetue). 

KrO -5TTTI. Mar. 1888 p.45 


June 



Summer Bds. Reatigouche Valley, N.B, 
July, ’88. J. Brittain and P. Cox, Jr. 


Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk.— N ot common. Only seen in 
the vicinity of old burnt lands and settlements. 

Auk, VI. April, 1889. p.117 

■SlSttUttlsr Birds of Sudbury, Out, 

A.H. Alberger, 

420. ..Niglit Hawk. Common. Breeds. 

2 V, Jcae. 1880 , p.87 


H7 


D'.virh ' . Rummer Birds of 
pi- in je Edward Island, 

Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk. — A few were seen almost every 
day, frequenting the open clearings or sailing high in the air at sunset. 

Auk X, Jan, 1893, p. 


^ , 

<L . ^4* *^-cX. , x X | Yj 


(QfOn j 


23. Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk. — An abundant species 
’ ;I ” : — were found July 17 


throughout this region. Two heavily incubated eggs 
on a rocky ridge near Cobalt Lake. 



163 Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk.- Common summer resi- 
dent, May 1 toSeptember 9; latest dates September 30, 1889, and October 
11, 1906 (H. H. Mitchell). Large flocks appear in the fall for a day or 
two (August 28, 1904, and September 8, 1892). Breeds (June 28 189 f >) 


Summer Birds Tim Pond Me . by F. H. C. 

Nightliawk, ( Ghordeiles popetue). Common ; 
seen flying over the lake at dusk when fishing. 
Several shot by different “sportsmen.” 

O.&C. XI. Feb. 1880. p. £A~. 


* ' ' 

SummerResidents on South-vest 
Ooast of Maiae, T. H, Montgomery, Jr., 

420. Nightliawk. Saw two at Bootlibay, 
two at Bar Harbor, and a flock of thirty or 
forty at Squirrel Island, August 28tli. 

3, m&Q, 15) '8fov l l890, P,16i 



Birds of Dead Raver Region, Me. F. H. O. 

69. Ghordeiles popetue , (Nightliawk). Very 
common around Eustis, where in an open field on 
the “heights” they breed in numbers. They were 
also common about the lakes in the forest during 
September, often darting at the artificial flies on 
my line when casting for trout. 


O.&o. XI. Nov. 1886. p. 1Q2 




Profile House, N. H, Aug. 1885. 


. - J/vj' Cat* 14 ^^ 

£^<t^ X^^oo.- Shelburne, N.H. Aug. 8-29-1805. R.D. 


/W4H* r 


Rye Beach, N.H. 1868. 

Rye Beach, N.H. 1871. tf.y, 

Chcr^JUxAist *%<+**, _ ■ J t 

4^ /^Z^ V !. lf |^ r0 ’ N - H - June - ^-1887. 


Nighthawk Migration in New Hampshire. — One of the most interest- 
ing regular migration movements that'has come under m; notice I have 

observed at Lake Pasquaney, Bridgewater, N. H., for the past three years. 
On August 25, 1900, Mr. G. M. Allen noted in the records of Camp” Pas- 
quaney twelve Nighthawks ( Chordeiles virginianus')\ the most seen on any 
date that summer. In 1901, on August 22 and 23, I recorded a large flock, 
over twenty-five birds each day, passing at sundown slowly to the South- 
west over the lake. On August 22, 1902, at dusk, a flock of fully three 
hundred were seen migrating in the same direction. Again this year, on 
August 22, 1903, in the forenoon, nearly a hundred birds were noted 
passing over to the southwest. 1 hus for four years a definite migratory 
movement of these birds in considerable numbers has been observed 
between August 21 and 25. This migration has been noticed in Saco 
Valley, and I take it the birds passing over Pasquaney are stragglers from 
the Pemigewasset Valley migration, which occurs regularly.— Reginald 
Heber Howe, Jr., Concord , Mass. 

Auk, XX, Oct., 1903, p .'v3V '4-35" 




Bird* Obs. at Bridgewater, N . H. 
Julyl2-S»*t. 4, 1883. F.H. Allen 


Chordeiles virginianus. — Very common. 


Auk, VI. Jan.. 1889. *.77 


BtrAa 

Jul* 


Lb Oba. at Moulton boro, N.H. 
!y‘2i-Aug. 11, 1883. F.H. Allen 


Chordeiles virginianus. — Not common. 


Auk, VI. Jan., 1889. p. 78 


Births Obsvd. near Holderness, N.H 

June 4-12, '85, and4-ll, *86, W. Faxon 


12 . Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk. — Common. 

Auk, V. April, 1888. p.149 


IS'Vtvti ' CL 



12 . Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk. — Not common. 



Bds. Obs. at Franconia and Betklehem 

N.H. July- August, 1874. W,F«rs*». 


. Ct ■ Qj&Xsnr „ 


7- Chordeiles popetue. Common. 


Auk, V. April, 1888. p.164 



Nighthawk, common. 

O.fcOVal.17, Sept. 18S2 p.136 


Breezy Point, Warren, N.H. 




1894. 



Summer Bds.Mt. Mansfield, Vt. 

16. * Chordeiles virginianus. Nightiiawk. — Not common. 


by Arthur H. Howell. 


Auls, XVIII, Oct., 1901, p. 37 /. 
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Mass. ( near Concord ). 


1887 

JHj2i 3 ai 

S' 1 _ 7 1 JX- 

7*4 31- 

dJy. ll-ta^UHL-jr 1 
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di^\.cl^cL O* fiAtj^X^Ju 
W. Middlesex Co. Mass. 

June 25-30, 1389. 


3 4Vi/'» 




Ashby Heard nearly every day. at about sunset, eard -fit- 

ly flying high in the air ove* ohe house v/here ..^ s„ajr wd. None 
were observed elsewhere in this region. Were unable uu sou wb> 
bird or birds just mentioned, but, judging from the sound, they 
were flying at a considerable height. 


Fall Migration, Bristol County .Mass. 
1885. Charles H. Andros. 


(Jzjzt.J- A single 

i | Nighthawk is also seen. 

O.&o. XI. Jan. 1886. p. / 


Fall Migration, Bristol County, Maes. 
1885. Charles H. Andros. 


{ 0 .. a single Night-hawk seen. 

C.&O. XI. Jan. 1886. p. <7 




Birds of Bristol County , Mass. 
F.W. Andros. 

Chordeiles virginianus (Gmel.), Nighthawk. 
Summer resident, common. Breeds. 

O.&O. XII. Sept. 1887 P.139 



C cJLc*. /ju 4 
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Winohendon, Mass. June. 1888. 


Birds Known to Pass Breeding Season 
nr. Winohendon, Mass. Wm. Brewster 


20. Chordeiles virginianus. j 

Auk, V, Oct,, 1888. p. 389 


Bda. Obs. near She^ield, Brkshire 
Oy, Mass. June 17-26, ‘88. W. taxon 

12. Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk. — C ommon. 

Auk, VI. Jan. . 1060. P. 44 


Bd». Obs. near Graylock Mt Berkshire 
Oo. Mass. June H8 - j u.y If?. W. Faxon 

io. Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk. — A few were seen in the 
Notch. 


A«k, VI. April, 1889. p.99 


Connecticut, June, 1893 
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Birds observed in Naval Hospital 
Grounds, Brooklyn. G. H.Ooues 


11. Chordiles popetue. Night-Hawk. — Common. 

Bull. N. 0.0. 4, Jan. . 18 7 0, p.31 


Birds of the Adirondack Region. 
C.jB.Merriam. 


Phordeiles popetue ( Vieillot) Baird. Nighthawk— Rather 

U- ■ •«" >• *• «« m ~“ l * , “ - "*'• 

Bull N. 0.0. a, Oct. 1881. p.231 


Arrivals of Mig’y Birds, Spring-18bd 
Central Park, N. Y. City. A. G. Paine, Jr. 

May 20, Chordeiles Diryinianus, (420). Night- 
hawk. 

0if& O. XI, Aug. 1886. p. iSs 5 


Birds Tioga Oo» N, Y. Alden 

357 . Night Hawk. Common. Their food 
consists of small bugs. 

O a &0» YVi June. 1800, p.SS 


coring-, W*o _ 4^ ^ otln ^ 

ieir food V^nX/. n - . /3 „ ~ ' Ur-# . 0 


May 2 j to 30 . 


Nighthawk. Not common. 

B. A. Sterling, Brooklyn, Pa. 

Auk, XIX, July, 1902, p.296. 


‘ }t<r^o <n~- tLh (r^Jn ) ft &_ y~U. </>, f < 

0^b6^ A^eyu^e^. A-(5-i^^Tr%y's rtaoz^C <£mT, 

II. Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk— “Of rare occurrence » 
and only two records given by Mr. Embody. The bird is a common 
summer resident in the vicinity of Oneida and by Oneida Lake ; it may 
be heard almost any early evening. Mr. Miller regards it as “not uncom- 
mon at Peterboro.” 

Qy hi • 


Ank, XX, July, 1903, p. ^6^. 



90. Chordeiles virginianus. 


reddish fawn-color and pale rusty. All the feathers are tipped, edged, a 
barred with the lighter colors, the black appearing for the most part 
subterminal spots or blotches. Thf> nrimnrioa • j. .... 


First plumage. Above dull black, irregularly marbled everywhere with 
ddish fawn-color and pale rusty. All the feathers are tipped, edged, and 
irred with the lighter colors, the black appearing for the most part in 

hrArmiTi ol ov,n(-n mi ...... 1 


spots or blotches. The primaries (which are but just sprout- 


. \ . - x y-mvu U1C UUl just sprout- 

mg) are black, broadly tipped with pale rusty. Under parts clothed 
thickly with fluffy whitish down, beneath which, on the breast and sides, 
true feathers of a dull white barred with dark brown are beginning to 
appear. From a specimen in the cabinet of Mr. N. C. Brown, taken at 
Deerrng, Me., June 29, 1875. It seems probable that young of this species 
— and perhaps of the whole family, like those of the Tetraonidce and some 
others — pass through a stage of plumage previous to the usual primal 
one. . The specimen above described is, strictly speaking, in process of 
transition between the two, and still retains patches of the soft whitish 
down which must have constituted its entire covering at an earlier period. 

Bull, N.O.C. 3, Oct., 1878, p, ?J$, 








The Singing of Birds, E. P. Bioknell, 


Chordeiles virginianus. Night-jar. 

The sharp cry of this bird is to be heard in spring, summer, and 
autumn, and doubtless is independent of the seasons. I have no 
Personal knowledge as to the seasonal limitations of its well- 
known ‘booming,’ and aerial evolutions. 

Ank, 2, July, 1885. p. Z 6~ 7 - 


The Kobe oJthA:SLght Hawk. A cor- 
respondent of the Clricago Advance, speaking 

of the night hawk and the manner in wine 

it. produces the peculiar noise made m its 

SOfisetantapR 

descend it springs upward a few feet .and 
tiiangle ^amT whe^the potat^below is 

rxnints of the pinions are thrown neaiiy 

us* 

mouth at the same instant. I have noticed 
a bird do this halt a dozen times in succes- 
sion. It anything occurs to djgJH|M;ho 
balance, : so that the position of tl£t wings is 
slianged, the noise is not produced.. 


It eating Habits of Texas Birds. 

H. P. Atwater, London, Ontario. 

Nighthawk, (Chordeiles popetue) . These were 
quite common, though I did not find any eggs. 

O.&O. XII. Aug. 1887 p.124 


July, 1886.] 


AND 0< 


Curious Nesting Place of Nighthawk. 

On June lOtli, 1880, a Nighthawk, ( Chordeiles 
popetue), was found sitting on two eggs on the 
pebble roof of a dwelling house, on Spruce 
street, above Twentieth street, Philadelphia. 
This is right in the centre of (lie city, where it is 
closely built up for miles in all directions. The 
eggs were laid on the pebbles, without any at- 
tempt at forming a nest. 

O.&Q. Xf.JulyJSSS.p. /Oh. 


0 * Pul 'f$CrCt6 &£“■ 

8 


/ In conclusion I will note two changes which-) 
have taken place since I have harried this 
field. The first year, or in 1876, forty Wliist- ^ ^ . 

ling Bob-whites could have been picked off the cUtlXCt • 
rooks in a June forenoon; this year, none 
This, however, can be remedied, hut here is 
something beyond present cure. The second 
season of collection I marked down twelve 
sets of Night H awk’s eggs. In 1890 there was 
hut one resTcfenF pair of Night Hawks. This is 
because the rising sportsmen of Noank prac- 
tise wing-shooting on this species. No com- 
munity more stoutly maintains the privilege 
of bearing arms than the fishermen and youth- 
ful crews of the Noank lobster fleet. If this 
armed rabble did not overrun all these shores 
in the fall, shooting promiscuously at every- 
thing within range, Groton Long Point would 
remain an Eden for the birds of southern 
New England. On December 1st I looked in the 

game-pouch of one “sportsman” on the Point 
and his “ hag” consisted of eleven Meadow 
Larks, one Cuckoo and a Fish Hawk! 

./. M. W. 

Norwich, Conn. 


O&OjXVT, April. 1892, p ff'lO ■ 
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Manitoba Birds, Robert Miller Christy. 


Among the trees on the sand-hills and in the 
! bluffs the Night Hawk, ( Chordeiles popetue,) is 
abundant, and makes itself very conspicuous 
towards evening by its loud scream, by booming, 
and by displaying during flight the unmistakable 
white patch on each wing. Not unfrequently it 
may be seen on the wing at mid-day ; and it al- 
| ways makes an appearance long before sunset, 

J sailing about at a great height and screaming fre- 
quently. After flying awhile over the head of 
any intruder, it suddenly spreads its wings and, 
giving a wide swoop downwards, emits a loud 
booming noise, which lias gafned for it in some 
parts of America the name of “ Bull Bat.” That 
this noise is made over one’s head in order to 
j threaten, or intimidate seems tome pretty certain, 
but I have also, I believe, heard it emitted at a 
distance, without any such object. It breeds 
commonly among the trees on the sand-hills. One 
I day early in August we found a nest, or rather 
two young ones — for nest there was none — about 
i three days old, with the egg-shells lying near 
Though so young, one of the nestlings, which we 
afterwards proved by dissection to be a male, was 
very pugnacious, and snapped his bill menacingly 
when touched ; the other was perfectly quiet, so 
we concluded, though we could not prove it, that 
it belonged to “the gentler sex.” While we were 
at the nest the old birds were, as usual, very so- 
licitous for the safety of their young, settling on 
trees, fallen logs, the ground, and fluttering round 
to draw off our attention. The number of old 
birds began to get very much less by the end of 
August, but a few were nevertheless seen until 
well on into September — one as late as the 11th. 
After the migration commenced they were not un- 
j frequently seen in the evenings flying over in 
; large straggling parties, circling about as they 
proceeded. These parties usually travelled south- 
j west, I believe, though this is not the direction 
usually chosen by the other birds of the district 
when moving south. 

©-& 0 . X.June. 1885.pi, t J / 


. b-v x 

r l\~\, yfv l /'v-i. » 




The night-hawk puzzles me. On the 16 th I saw a flock^ of 
five traveling south east. On the afternoon of the j7th I 
saw a flock of nine or more going south. These two flobks 
with the one of the I2th. of which I wrote you made it seem 
evident that the migration was really under way; but withm 
an hour after seeing my flock of nine moving south, 1 saw 
a flock of ten going duen orth as fast as their wings could 
carry them. Does not this look as if all we can say is 
that they are flocking and moving about, perhaps actually mi 
grating, and perhaps only making ready." Ml 
rev, letter of August QO.J 


rad ford ior 


The next day, chancing to go into the ; 
country a short distance from the city, I was 
accosted by a farmer' who gave me a Night- : 
hawk which he had found that morning in his 
field to weak too fly, and apparently dying. He 
took it to the house and gave it a little warm . 
milk which seemed to revive it, hut it soon 
died. Examining it I found it in a condition 
even worse than that of the Martin’s. Its 
stomach was entirely empty, and its body 
was wasted worse than I had ever before seen. 
The bird was full-grown, measuring sixty-one 
centimeters in expanse or about twenty-four 
inches, and its reduced condition could have 
been due only to starvation. The same 
gentleman told me that on the day before on 
letting down some bars, one bar fell upon and 
crushed another Nighthawk which lay on the 
ground near by, too much exhausted to move 
out of the way. Going through another field 
on the same day he discovered another Night- 
hawk on the ground before him also too weak 
to rise. This was taken to the house but soon 
died, doubtless like the others, from starva- 
tion and exhaustion. I was afterward in- 
formed by Mr. E. L. Moseley of Grand Rapids, 
that about this time a Nighthawk was also 
brought to him in an exhausted and dying con- 
dition. This measured fifty-seven centimeters 
in expanse, and weighed but fifty -two grammes, 
or about an ounce and three-quarters Av. Its 
stomach was empty, and it died soon after. 

On the day following, being still in the 
; country, I took a little time for observation, 
and was surprised to see dozens of Night- 
hawks flying about during the entire day, 
though the sky had cleared, and the sun was 
shining brightly. They all flew near the ground 
and appeared to be in an exhausted condition, 
alighting frequently on fences or on the ground. 
One flew close to me and perched on a fence. 
Moving toward it it flew up but alighted again 
three or four rods away. Again moving 
toward it, it again arose and again rested, 
which performance was repeated three or four 
: times, when it flew across a swamp. 

Now there is doubtless a cause for all this, 
and I think it can be justly charged to the 
weather. The unusual rains of May, extending 
into June, no doubt freed the air of most of the 
! insects upon which these birds sub- 
sist; and being thus deprived of their only 
food, starvation must necessarily ensue. More 
than that, birds of this class require more food 
than other birds to supply energy for their pro- 
tracted flight, as all their food is taken on the 
wing. I should be pleased to hear from other 
collectors on this same topic. Geo. D. Sones. 

Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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ANALECTA ORNITHOLOGICA. 

Fifth Series. 

BY LEONHARD STEJNEGER. 

XXV. Why Chordeiles virginianus and not Ch. popetue? 

In order to answer this question I will first have to quote the 
description of the author who first established the binominal 
Cap rim ulgus virginianus. Gmelin gives the following account 
of the species (S. N., I, 1788, p. 1028) : 

“Virginianus. 3. C. fuscus, transversim griseo-fusco et hinc inde cinereo- 
varius, subtus ex rubescente albus transversim stria- 
tus, menti macula trig'ona alba, area oculorum et 
cervice aurantiis maculis varia. 

Caprimulgus minor americanus. Syst. nat. XII. i. p. 
346. 1. p. Kalm it. 3. p* 93. 

Caprimulgus virginianus. Briss. av. 2. p. 477. n. 3. 

Whip-poor-will. Catesb. Car. 3. t. 16. Ed™. av. 2. /. 
63. Buff. hist. nat. des ois. 6 . p. 534. 

Longwinged Goatsucker. Arct. Zool. 2. p. 436. n. 337. 
t. 18. 

Virginia Goatsucker. Lath. Syn. II. 2 . p. 595. n . 6 . . . 

Genae ex cinereo fuscaej remiges atrae , 5 primae circa 
medium , rectrices extimae prope apicem macula alba 
notatae; pedes incarnati .” 

This description, considered alone, will be seen to fit the 
Nighthawk (Ridgw., Nomencl., No. 357) very well. Particu- 


larly decisive is the reference to the white wing- and tail-spots. 
It will also be remarked that bristles at the mouth are not men- 
tioned at all. So far it is all rights and as this description is the 
basis of the oldest binominal, I think we might content ourselves 
with this result. It has been urged, however, that ithe references 
belong to the Whip-poor-will (R., No. 354), that Gmelin’s spe- 
cies is a composite one, and, therefore, untenable. Let us then 
examine a little closer into the references given. 

We will commence with the third of Gmelin’s enumeration, 
“Whip-poor-will, Catesb. Car. 3. t. 16,” because it is the oldest 
and the one which has caused the whole trouble. 

Plate 16 of the Appendix of Catesby’s ‘Natural History of Caro- 
lina. Florida and the Bahama Islands’ represents a Goatsucker 
which he calls ‘ Caprimulgus minor Americanus : ' . The figure 
is one of the poorer pictures of that celebrated work, but may 
be said to represent the Nighthawk, on account of the white 
wing-spot, which is very recognizable. Above and below the 
bill are some long and fantastically arranged bristles, which has 
led to the belief that the Antrostomus vociferus was meant, the 
more so since Catesby in the text calls the bird ‘Whip-poor-will.’ 
The latter mistake is very excusable, for I have been told that 
the people in the localities in which both species occur generally 
confound them, and believe that the Nighthawk utters the sound 
which has given ‘Whip-poor-will’ its name. Concerning the 
bristles, we are justified in presuming that they, are due to an 
intended improvement on the part of the artist. Catesby may 
have seen specimens of the'H. vociferus with the strong bristles, 
and, confounding the two species, introduced the bristles into 
his drawing thinking that they were accidentally absent from the 
specimen he figured, for, inasmuch as the plate is inscribed 
“ M. Catesby ad viv. delin.’’ it is not at all probable that the 
white wing-spot is a freak of his fancy. There is another 
point of importance in that drawing, namely, the length of the 
pointed wings, which reach considerably beyond the end of the 
tail, proportions particularly characteristic of the Nighthawk. 
We are, therefore, justified in saying that the figure in question 
is a rather poor representation of the so-called ‘Nighthawk.’ 

The next reference in time is Edwards’s Plate 63. That this 
figure represents the Nighthawk is beyond doubt, it being a very 
good picture of that bird. It may be remarked that he also calls 


